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shall be worthy of the getvenege of warm-hearted, 
working Christians, and which shall breathe throughout 
the spirit of meekness and love. 











For the Sunday-School Times. 


ONE SOUL WORTH SAVING. 


LITTLE girl in our Sabbath-school 
A brought with her one morning a girl 
who. had recently come from the “Home for 
the Friendless,”’ in New York, to live with 
her mother. Ellen, for that was the girl’s 
name, was assigned a place in aclass of young 
ladies about her age, but, as her teacher soon 
discovered, they were greatly her superiors in 
intellectual attainments. Ellen could read, 
but the deep, abstruse questions of the As- 
sembly’s Catechism were quite beyond her 
comprehension. It soon became evident that 
she was gaining little good from the Sabbath- 
school. Her teacher could not give her the 
attention she needed without neglecting the 
other members of the class. She informed 
our female superintendent of the circum- 
stances of the case, at the same time suggest- 
ing that a teacher be obtained who would 
devote her time entirely to Ellen. Miss L. 
readily assented, remarking, “One soul is 
worth saving. I think any Christian would 
gladly labor for her.” 

One young lady was applied to; but on 
learning the circumstances she said, if there 
was a class needing her care she would wil- 
lingly take charge of it, but she did not think 
it worth while to spend the time for but one, 
and that one such an ignorant creature as 
Ellen. 

“But,” urged Miss L., “poor Ellen has a 
soul, and anything you can do for its salva- 
tion will not be labor lost.” 

“T do not think J could do her any good,” 
was the decisive reply. 

Miss L. went away disappointed, but called 
upon her friend, Miss G., not expecting her to 
take charge of Ellen; her ill-health would 
prevent that; but her advice might be of ser- 
vice. Miss L. found a ready sympathiser in 
her invalid friend. Her heart overflowed as 
she listened to the story of poor Ellen. She 
told Miss L. she would gladly become her in- 
structor, notwithstanding her poor health. 
“Perhaps the Lord will give me strength,” 
she said, as Miss L. expressed her fears that 
she was undertaking too much. 

The next Sabbath found Miss G. and Ellen 
duly established in the Sabbath-school, both 
much pleased with the new relation existing 
between them. Ellen was soon deeply inter- 
ested in this, to her new and delightful study. 
Sabbath after Sabbath you would have been 
delighted to see how eagerly the two bent 
over their Bibles, entirely unmindful of all 
that was passing about them; the one eager 
to teach an immortal soul the way of life, the 
other as mnch in earnest to learn how she 
might be saved. It was a beautiful sight to 
see the delicate invalid, and the ignorant ser- 
vant girl, together drawing from the fountain 
of living waters. 

Many and earnest were the prayers of Miss 
G. that her labors might be blessed, and the 
soul of her charge saved. Ellen seemed to 
have deep views of her own sinfulness, and 
often expressed a desire to find in Jesus a Sa- 
viour. One Sabbath she seemed very solemn. 
The chapter for the day was on faith. Miss 
G. endeavored to explain its nature in such 
simple language that Ellen could not fail to 
understand, then she asked, ‘Do you know 
what faith is? not only the definition of the 
word, but have you this faith yourself—do 
you know its meaning from your own expe- 
rience?” A holy light lit up Ellen’s usually 
dull countenance, and with clasped hands 
and streaming eyes, she told her teacher she 
hoped she had learned to trust in Jesus for 
salvation, and then she spoke of the deep an- 
guish that had filled her soul when she saw 
how great washer sinfulness. “Why Miss 
G.,” she said, “I used to think I was as good 
as anybody, but you told me of my sins, and 
soon I saw I was nothing but sin; but God 
is good; he has had mercy even upon me, 
and Jesus’ blood has, I trust, washed away 
all my guilt. Will you pray for me, dear 
Miss G., that I may do right always?” 

You only who have felt the heavenly joy of 
finding some wanderer brought home to Jesus 
through yoar instrumentality, can know Miss 
G.’s happiness in finding Ellen sitting at the 
feet of Jesus, clothed and in her right mind. 
Delightful were the hours that teacher and 
pupil now spent together. Ellen was all 
eagerness to learn, and Miss G. as ready to 
instruct. But they were not long permitted 
this delightful communion. Ellen was soon 
summoned to a distant city, and with heart- 
felt sorrow she parted with her beloved 
teacher. : 

And think you that Miss G. regretted her 
labor of love? Did she not rather rejoice 
with joy unspeakable that she had been the 
means of saving one soul? Who will go and 
do likewise ? , oe me 2 





For the Sunday-School Times. 
Love the Bond of Union Between Denominations. 


‘ig following is an extract from a sermon 
preached before the Vermont Convention 
of Congregational churches at its late meeting 
at Montpelier, by the Rev. G. W. Ranslow, of 
Milton : ‘ 
“It must be conceded that all evangelical 
denominations hold different sentiments upon 
non-essentials, and it is equally plain that 
in #ll things necessary to be believed and 
practised in order to eternal life, they are sub- 
stantially agreed. What constitutes them 
Christians are the things in which they are 
agreed ; what constitutes them sects, are the 
things in which they disagree. * * * In 
things essential to salvation, all real Chris- 
tians are right, are agreed. Here, then, is a 
common ground for the union of all evangeli- 
cal denominations—the essentials of Christi- 
anity. This is the ground of their union to 
Obrist, and what unites them to Christ should 
unite them in the visible church. The unity 


of the faith admits a diversity of views. No 
two minds take precisely the same views of 
the doctrines of salvation. Intellectual one- 
ness among different minds is impossible. 
No adjustment of platforms, no mingling or 
surrender of creeds, or conformity to the iron 
bed of the tyrant, are to be expected or de- 
sired. Sentiments, conscientiously believed, 
must not, cannot be surrendered. * * * 

“The unity of the faith which belongs to 
the manhood of the church is not sameness of 
sentiment, but submission to one single influ- 
once. Our patriotic fathers, who achieved 
our country’s independence, were of every 
shade of sentiment, yet subject to one con- 
trolling influence. In like manner, the unity 
of the faith is not the union of minds cast in 
the same mould, but of those of various di- 
mensions and shades, subject to one control- 
ling spirit ; a union not of sameness or singu- 
larity, but of diversity or manifold compre- 
hensiveness. 

“This is the unity of the knowledge of the 
Son of God—not intellectual knowledge, for 
intellectually God can never be known. 
‘Canst thou by searching find out God?’ 
God can only be known by love. ‘For love 
is of God, and every one that loveth is born 
of God and knoweth God.” Not the know- 
ledge of the intellect but of the heart is that 
which appropriates Christ to man, and must 
be the bond of Christian brotherhood on 
earth. Such a unity is attainable, and essen- 
tial to the growth and manhood of the church. 

“Men have earnestly labored to achieve 
intellectual union, but have labored in vain. 
The force of law and the terrors of the sword, 
systems of philosophy and schemes of social- 
ism, and the self-interest of nations, and of 
trade and commerce have been tried and 
relied on to cure the ills of division, but have 
failed. There is but one principle to be tried, 
and that is love; the Christian knowledge of 
the heart. When all Christians shall, with 
intense desire, seek to know God by love, 
they will meet at the cross of Christ ; not the 
Christ of this or that sect, but Christ the Son 
of God and the Redeemer of the world, the light 
and the lifeof the church. Here is the true 
ground of Christian union. At the cross all 
sectarian names and party feelings and deno- 
minational distinctions may be honorably laid 
down. When Christians shall submit to the 
one influence or Spirit of Christ, then the 
church will put away the childish things of 
sect and party and become a perfect man. * * 

“ Divisions among Christians had their ori- 
gin, and are maintained in the unchristian 
heresy, that God is known by the intellect, 
that the head is nobler than the heart, and 
that a clear understanding is a better index 
of purity than a good spirit. For the errors 
of the head and not the obliquities of the 
heart, Christians have raised up walls of 
separation, established organs for the defence 
of their peculiarities, full of faction and bit- 
terness; and schools to teach the Christ of 
this and that sect. Now the true manhood 
of the church is not to come from the intel- 
lect, but from the heart, by breadth of heart 
rising above all sect towards Christ. When 
Christian denominations shall look to the 
one undivided Lord, to the one common 
Saviour, and be drawn so near to him, that 
each earnest believer's heart shall meet 
every other believing heart ‘here, all beating 
in friendly unison, then all will have come 
in the unity of the faith, * * * 

“ As we cast our eyes over the visible church, 
broken, divided, wrangling in the blood of 
her common Redeemer, hope would fail, and 
life would become intolerable, were it not 
for the blessed assurance that there is for 
her a glorious future. She is yet, in her 
militant state, to attain to a perfect humanity, 
to the measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ. For such a consummation let us all 
labor and pray. Let us hail with joy every 
indication of union among Christian sects. 
Let us bid God speed to every measure that 
promises a better state of feeling in the house- 
hold of faith.” 
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STARS VERSUS ROCKETS. 
TANDING on one of the hills of Pennsyl- 
vania, on the evening of the 4th, I had 
within my view, in different directions, the 
various displays of fireworks from the vil- 
lages and neighborhoods around. I stood 
enjoying the sight, and, as each rocket shot 
into the air, I admired anew its brilliancy ; 
and, as it reached its height, and burst into 
a hundred separate points of brightness, 
I did not wonder at the huzzas which rose 
from the crowds who were watching them, 
and which just reached me from the distance. 
Each remained before the eye but « moment, 
and then faded away. and there was nothing 
left. 

This was repeated so often that admiration 
gave place to reflection, and I thought that 
these brilliant and fleeting meteors were fit 
emblems of man and his works; while the 
stars, to which my eyes turned, shining on 
forever the same, were the fittest types God 
has given us of his own power and eternity. 
Man toils with infinite and ceaseless labor, to 
build something which shall endure, and 
mighty works are seen upon the earth. But 
wave follows wave of human life, a few years 
pass, a few centuries at most, and man’s 
boasted creations have disappeared, vanished 
like those rockets from the sky. But the 
stars, the work of God, were spoken into 
being with a word, and night after night, and 
year after year, and age after age, they have 
been shining, the same now as at first. Our 
first parents looked upon them in the garden 
of Eden, and a long succession of shepherds, 
and prophets, and kings, and astronomers, 
have gazed nightly into the same heavens, tes- 
tifying of the same God, immutable and won- 
derful in power. Truly “the heavens declare 
the glory of God,” and if there are but listen- 
ers, “ there is no speech nor language, where 
their voice is not heard.” 

If we could see the stars but once in a 
yearly revolution of the earth, with what ex- 
pectation would the appointed night be 
awaited, and how would the world stand en- 
raptured at the sight. Or if one blind from 
his birth could suddenly be restored to sight, 
with what awe and wonder would he gaze 
into the nightly heavens, and how would his 
conceptions of the Deity be enlarged. A lady, 
who was nearsighted, once said to me that 
the impressions made upon her by the stars 
was but dim, until her sight was assisted by 
the use of glasses, but then, as they burst 
upon her in all their b:ightness, the effect was 
overpowering. Alas, how many are there 
whose eyes are dim with gazing on the fa- 
shions of this world, and how many go with 
heads bent downwards, and never look up at 
the glories above them, like Milton’s Mam- 
mon :— 


“The least erected spirit that fell 
From heaven; for even in heayen his looks and 
thoughts 

Were always downward bent; admiring more 
The riches of heaven’s pavement, trodden gold, 
Than aught divine or holy else, enjoyed 





In vision beatific.” 


ones. They 


It requires the eye of an astronomer to read 
all that the stars reveal ; to comprehend their 
magnitudes, and how infinite and inconceiv- 
able are the distances they are from each 
other; to understand their motions as they 
revolve around each other, and to catch the 
thought that the great centre around which 
they all reyolve must be the throne of God 
himself; and his eye must be assisted by the 
telescope before he can begin to conceive 
what countless “worlds on worlds compose 
our universe.” But the common eye can see 
enough to raise emotions which cannot be 
expressed by words. The songof the stars is 
not yet written, and it will never be. But, what 
is better to the listening ear, they are “ for- 
ever singing as they shine.”’ 

But beyond and above all that the stars in 
themselves teach, there is another thought 
with which it is most fitting to conclude these 
meditations, and which cannot be better ex- 
pressed than in the words of the inspired vo- 
lume: “And thou, Lord, in the beginning, 
hast laid the foundations of the earth, and 
the heavens are the works of thy hands: 
They shall perish, but thou remainest; and 
they-shall all wax old as doth a garment; and 
asavesture shalt thou fold them up, and 
they shall be changed ; but thou art thesame, 
and thy years shall not fail.” D. D. Dz 
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THE INFANT SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 


GOOD Sabbath-school friend in the city 

of Albany has just written meas follows : 
“May I ask you to give me your views touch- 
ing this question—‘ How shall infant depart- 
ments in Sunday-schools be conducted so as 
to be most useful ?’ 

“This question will be discussed at the 
next meeting of the Albany Sunday-school 
Union, and any hints that you may give us 
would be a benefit to the Union.” 

The following reply was written at once on 
anote sheet. A hard-working Sunday-school 
friend at my side insists that it shall be for- 
warded to the ““Sunday-School Times” for pub- 
lication. My answer was as follows: 

Ican hardly give you much of an answer 
to the very important question which you 
propound to me within the brief compass of a 
note, and in the haste of a large correspond- 
ence. At most I can only hope to suggest a 
few hints on the subject. 

The infant department of any Sunday- 
school is indeed every way important—in 
fact, it is the grand starting point with many, 
and a good or bad impression received by 
one of the little ones on its first introduction 
will not unfrequently fix its Sunday-school 
character for life as a good or bad Sunday- 
school pupil. 

If on the first day an infant scholar en- 
ters the Sunday-school the teacher is light, 
trifling, or indifferent, or frigid, cold or mo- 
rose, an irreparable evil may be done. 

The person or persons who conduct the 
infant department should be able most tho- 
roughly to appreciate and comprehend the little 
ought to sympathise with all 
their little difficulties, troubles, and trials, 
and convince them that they are their patient, 
kind, sympathising friends. 

They should always open the school with 
a countenance, tone of voice and words of 
cheerful welcome. Then namea verse or two 
or three of delightful praise to God, that the 
children can understand, and every one should 
sing it heartily. 

Then read and explain to them, in a 
sprightly, cheerful tone and manner, a few of 
the sweet words of Jesus. Select those which 
are just adapted. Then ask God to be with 
them to-day and bless them all, forgive them 
all, and make them all his true and loving 
children for Christ’s sake. 

Next sing a verse or two more of a select- 
ed hymn, that follows out the same subject. 

Then tell them a Bible story, or an anec- 
dote, ora fact illustrating the same thought. 
Then pray orally and briefly with the whole 
class. Again sing two more verses of the 
same hymn, if it continues the same subject. 
Then repeat in concert the Scripture lesson. 
After which, questions and facts, &c., for an- 
other five minutes, to be followed by another 
hymn, carefully selected, enforcing the same 
train of thought, and so on alternating, as 
may seem best, until the little minds are quite 
full of—yea, saturated but not wearied with the 
thought. Care should be taken to guardagainst 
stuffing. One good bright thought is enough 
for the little ones. Dwell amply on that. 
Many good lessons are lost by attempting too 
much. They are not received. 

Be sure that the teacher does all this in 
such a candid, cheerful, happy way, that every 
child will think that teacher is the happiest 
person they ever saw, and so very happy sim- 
ply because the religion of Jesus makes them 
so and they can’t help it, and that they con- 
sider it their greatest joy and privilege thus 
to tell infancy of Jesus and lead little children 
along Zion’s road towards the heavenly Ca- 
naan. 

This, I think, will not fail to make infant 
departments both interesting and useful. 

R. 


New York, June 29th, 1869. 
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MISSING THE PREMIUM. 
b permtpo was drawing nigh; and those 

who had been striving so diligently for 
the prize, which was to be awarded on the 
last day of school, were looking forward to 
its arrival with mingled hopes and fears. 
Study was never a “ bugbear”’ tome. Week 
after week I had received a perfect report. 

At last, the long-looked-for day dawsed 
upon us. There were five competitors for the 
prize; five whose reports stood equally well. 

Then, of course, four must be disappointed, 
and how eagerly and anxiously we awaited 
the result. 

Alas! I was one of the disappointed quar- 
tette! Those who have been placed in similar 
circumstances, can understand my feelings 
better than | can describe them. 

Looking back from my present stand-point, 
I can but feel thankful that I was not per- 
mitted to enjoy what must have been the 
cause of grief and disappointment to others. 

In all the affairs of life, men are busy in the 
pursuit of that which is snatched from them 
by some more fortunate, though, perchance, 
less worthy competitor. 

There is but one prize worth striving for. 

None are excluded from the contest. Heaven, 
and an incorruptible crown, await each one 
who strives diligently to obtain them. 

How many are pressing “toward the mark, 
for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus?” ° J.P. 








Tux Brste.—The Bible is a revelation from 
od ; it is also a revelation of God, and a reve- 
lation of man—a revelation showing who and 
what God is, and likewise showing who and 





what man is; showing what God can become 
to man, and what map can become to (tod. 
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LETTERS TOA YOUNG LADY ABOUT TO TAKE 


Charge of a Class in Sunday-Sehool, 


No. II.—You Must Love your Scholars 
and be Loved by them, 


Y DEAR MARY:—In my first letter, I 
suggested what should be your real 
motive in teaching, and how you would as- 
sume your new office. Now I will suppose 
it assumed, and that you stand in your place, 
before six or eight young girls, ready to com- 
mence your duties, and I must whisper to 
you, that to do them any good, there must 
be mutual affection. You must love every 
one ofthem. Ah! I see you start, and ask, 
“How can I love one that is unlovely and 
disagreeable in every way, such as there are 
in every elass? I will be kind to them— 
they shall never know I dislike them—but 
oh! don’t tell me J must love them!” 

Well, my dear, you can never win a soul to 
Christ, that you dislike. Likes and dislikes 
are much more under people’s control than is 
generally supposed. But to a Christian, the 
simple fact, that an individual before him is 
so precious in the sight of God, that the 
sacrifice of his own Son was made for his 
redemption, is enough of itself to create an 
interest in that person. If they are repul- 
sive in person and manner, as well as mind— 
let the thought, of how much religion may 
do for them, quicken your zeal in their be- 
half. The gentle and amiable are scarcely 
changed outwardly by conversion. But the 
renovated soul shines forth in the counte- 
nance and manners of the hitherto unlovely, 
with wonderful power. 

Then besides this, you must remember that 
you told your Saviour, you were willing to 
do anything for him. There are plenty who 
love to teach the pleasant and loveable. He 
asks you to do what others shrink from. If 
you truly love him, you will do it—and do it 
well; but do not think you can hide under a 
smiling face a felt dislike—you must get rid 
of the dislike entirely. I see your perplexed 
face. My dear, you must take it to your 
Saviour, and plead for the right feeling till 
he gives it to you. 

Then, they must all love you. 

“How am I to control their affections?” 
youask. If you love them, and feel and show 
an interest in them, as a matter of course 
they will love you in return. 

Meet them with a “good morning!” that 
comes from your heart, and shining out of 
your eyes, says plainer than words alone ever 
can, “I am very glad to meet you all to- 
day!’ Has one been absent, let her feel that 
she was missed, by inquiring after the cause 
of it, not in a cold systematic way, as if you 
were taking in accounts at a day school— 
but as if she was not missed only, but re- 
gretted. 

If your scholars are children, they will give 
you a thousand opportunities to show your 
interest in their affairs, for if you do not re- 
pel them, they will instinctively improve 
every opportunity, to tell you of all the little 
incidents of home life, that break up its 
monotony, and your sympathy will in almost 
every case insure you their affection. 

With young ladies, or girls old enough to 
be shy, this is not so easy. But with some 
effort, and a little tact, I think you may 
generally obtain the kindly regard and affec- 
tion of your pupils. But if after using every 
effort and means in your power, you are un- 
successful—then, leave it all with your 
Saviour, and await patiently the result. 

E. McR. 
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THE FIRST AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL, 


CORRESPONDENT at Paterson, N. J., 

in your paper of June 2d, in speaking of 
a Sunday-school, which he supposes to be 
the first one formed on the voluntary princi- 
ple on this side the Atlantic, requests that 
any of your readers who may have know- 
ledge of a Sunday-school carried on by that 
system, previous to 1810, will give such in- 
formation as they possess. Accordingly I 
send you a few extracts from a work called 
“A Mirror of Sunday-School Teachers,” pub- 
lished in London, in 1848, by the Society for 
Promoting Religious Knowledge. After giv- 
ing an account of the origin of the Sunday- 
school, and of some of the first formed in 
London and the vicinity, it proceeds thus :— 

“American Christians could not remain 
ignorant of the Sunday-school system in Eng- 
land. It was, therefore, at an early period, 
received into the United States. It appears 
that the first Sunday-school in America was 
instituted in the year 1796. Their design did 
not include religious instruction, and those 
engaged were hired teachers. The city of 
Pittsburg, in Pennsylvania, claims the honor 
of establishing the first Sunday-school, with 
gratuitous teachers, in the year 1809. A be- 
nevolent individual suggested a school for re- 
ligious instruction on Sundays; and such a 
school was, therefore, instituted August 22d, 
1809. It was announced by a public address, 
soliciting the attendance of scholars, and the 
co-operation of the citizens as tearchers. 
Such a novelty excited a lively interest in its 
favor, so that the first school, consisting of 
240 children and adults, was opened on the 
first Sabbath in September. 
constituted on the same principles as those of 
our Sunday-schools: but without any know- 
ledge on the part of its founders of the mode 
of organization in England. 

“Divie Bethune, Esq., a native of Scotland, 
settled as a merchant at New York, having 
married a daughter of Mrs. Isabella Graham, 
an eminent philanthropist of that city, was 
prepared to enter the Sabbath-school work. 
In the year 1803, he originated, it is thought, 
the first Sunday-school in New York, and 
afterwards several others, but with paid 
teachers. 

“But the gratuitous cystem of teaching in 
Sunday-schools was generally adopted through 
the zeal of Rev. Robert May. That devoted 
missionary from England to India, proceeded 
thither by way of America. Landing at 
Philadelphia, March 23d, 1811, and being de- 
tained about two months, his active zeal re- 
commended our plan of gratuitous teaching, 
which was generally adopted, forming a new 
and blessed era in the history of Sunday- 
schools in America,” 

How the Sunday-school cause progressed 
in America will appear from the extract ofa 
letter from Mrs. Bethune to a friend in Bris- 
tol, acknowledging the receipt of some Sun- 
day-school publications : 

“New York, January 24th, 1816.—I believe 
Icannot express my gratitude in a manner 
better suited to your liberal soul, than by giv- 
ing you an account of a meeting held this 
day in this city. Mr. B. published one of 
your letters in our daily papers. I sent the 
different publications to a number of friends, 
and was in hopes the gentlemen would have 
come forward in the business ; but, after wait- 
ing a number of weeks, I conversed with se- 
veral of my own sex, who expressed a wish to 
unite with me in a ‘ Female Sunday-School 
Union ;’ accordingly, we called a meeting of 





This school was, 





the female members of all denominations, who 
met this day in the lecture room of one of our 
churches; several hundreds were present. 
Dr. Romeyn opened the meeting with prayer. 
When he withdrew, the ladies were pleased 
to call me to the chair. [addressed the com- 
pany in a few words, stating for what purpose 
their attendance was requested, the great 
need of such an institution in this city, 
likewise the want of religions instruction in 
our small schools. In order to stimulate them 
to so good a work, I read them several extracts 
from the British publications, which you sent 
me. 

“T may venture to affirm there was not a 
dry eve in the room, and tears flowed copiously 
down the cheeks of many. After some conver- 
sation I called upon the ladies of different de- 
nominations, who were willing to collect scho- 
lars and subscriptions, to come forward, 
which they cheerfully did, from all except 
one, (the Moravians, who had not been noti- 
fied. 

“] trust, with the blessing of the Lord, we 
shall see Sabbath-schools in every part of the 
city in a few weeks. Thus may those united 
in Christ, although separated by the Atlantic, 
provoke each other to good works, until we 
meet around the throne to join the spirits of 
the just made perfect. Hallelujah! glory to 
God who works all our works in us!” 

New York was followed by other cities of 
the United States, and Philadelphia must be 
mentioned with honor. The fifth report of 
the Philadelphia Sunday-School Union, in 
1822, states: “ Many of the revivals of reli- 
gion, for which the last two years have been 
so singularly distinguished in our country, 
have had their origin in Sunday-schools. In 
one instance, where 100 were received into 
communion with the church, 98 were at that 
time, or had been, connected with the Sun- 
day-school ; and in another, out of 35 mem- 
bers 27 were from the Sunday-school; all 
have become hopefully pious, and all, except 
one, have joined the church.’ ” Vv. W. 

Marietta, Ohio, June 25th, 1860. 





For the Sunday-School Times. 


HONOR TO WHOM HONOR IS DUE. 


The First American Sunday-School. 


N the 4th page of the Sunday-School 
Times, of June 2d, under the caption, 
“The First American Sunday-School,”’ a cor- 
respondent gives as he thinks, anaccount of the 
first Sunday-school on this side of the Atlantic. 
This school he says “was organized by 
Joseph W. Griffiths, a Baptist minister, now a 
resident of Nyack, Rockland ceunty, N. Y.” 
It was opened in a school-room hired for the 
purpose, at No. 88 Division street, N. Y., on 
the “second Lord’s day in July 1810.” 

Some five or six years since, I spent not a 
little time and study, in investigating the 
history of the Sabbath-school movement, oe 
ing to ascertain as definitely as possible, 
what had grown out of it, or the various in- 
fluences, agencies and institutions that it 
had called into being for therbenefit of the 
children and youth of ourland. I corres- 
ponded with those I thought most likely to be 
informed on these subjects. Having learned 
what I could, I embodied many of the facts 
collected in a report before the Vermont 
Sabbath-School Society. In this rt, read 
at Waterbury, June 18, 1856, I find the follow- 
ing: “The first school for the religious in- 
struction of adults in this country, was esta- 
blished in 1813, in the city of New York, by 
Mrs. Graham, (Mrs. Isabella Graham, I 4 
pose) who had also ten years before, or in 
the autumn of 1803, established the first 
Sabbath-school. Mrs. Graham was assisted 
in the adult school by Mr. and Mrs. Bethune, 
now Dr. Bethune; Mrs. Bethune was the 
daughter of Mrs. Graham.” 

I regret much that I am not now able to 
give my authority for this statement. I think, 
however, that I found the fact stated in some 
of the earlier volumes of the Sunday-School 
Journal, 

Other persons and places have claimed to 
be the first founders of the Sabbath-school in 
this country, besides those mentioned in the 
Sunday-School Times, above referred to, but 
Mrs. Graham’s is before any others I have 
been able to find and authenticate. Mrs. 
Graham’s school was on the voluntary prin- 
ciple, as the schools are now conducted. 

Williston, Vt., June 28, 1860. A. D. B. 





For the Sunday-School Times. 
° The First Sunday-School. 


N the last number of the 7imes some in- 
quiry is made with reference to the first 
Sunday-schools in the United States. 

An old newspaper (the Norwich Packet) of 
April 29, 1791, says :—‘ A Sunday-school has 
been established in Boston by the proprietors 
of the Dutch (?) Manufactory, intended for the 
benefit of the young daughters of industry 
employed in said Factory.” 

Who can give us any information about 
this school, which is three years older than 
the one mentioned by your correspondent, 
A. 8., from Paterson ? Y. N.N. 

New London, Conn., June 4, 1860. 





Kinpness AmonG tHe Rep Inpians.—An 
educated American told me a circumstance 
proving, in a most affecting manner, how ca- 
pable the Indians are of liberal charity, even 
in their own poverty. About twenty years 
back, he said he was travelling in the savage 
nerth of Wisconsin. He and his two com- 
rades had expended all their provisions. It 
was winter, and deep snow covered forest and 
plain, so that they found difficulty in advanc- 
ing, and could not possibly kill any game. 
They marched on for three days without sus- 
tenance, and were in a state of deep distress. 
At length, to their delight, they discovered an 
Indian lodge, entered it, and begged some 
food. Unfortunately, the Indians had nothing 
to offer, and replied to their guests’ complaints 
with others even worse. ‘ We,” they said, 
“have been fasting nearly so macy weeks as 
you have days. The deep snow has prevented 
us killing anything. Ourtwo sons have gone 
out to-day, but they will return as usual, with 
empty hands. Other Indians, however, live 
po miles to the north, and it is possible 
they are better provided than we are.” The 
American and his comrades, tortured by hun- 
ger, set out at once on snow-shoes to try their 
luck with their neighbors, but they had scarce 
gone four or five miles, when they heard a yell 
behind them, and saw an Indian hurrying 
after them on snow-shoes. “Hi! halloh! 
you men, stop! Come back!” ‘“What’s the 
matter?” “Our lads have returned. They 
have shot a deer, and brought it home. We 
have now asupply, and | have hastened to 
tell you of it.” The European travellers 
turned back, and were stuffed with food, 
though the deer was small, and the family 
large.—Kohl’s Wanderings Round Lake Supe- 
rior. 


CuristiaNity is something more than an 
assemblage of dogmas; it is the principle of 
a new life.— Vinet 
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Boston Depository, 141 Washington St. 





For the Sunday-Schoo! Times. 
OBSTACLES TO THE GREATER 
Success of the Sunday-School, 


NE obstacle is the want of punctu: on 
1 aetna 
unctuality im one to 
of life 
for 


most useful quality in all the 
but there seems to be an call 
exercise in the Sunday. The usual 
mode of opening the school is by 

hymn of praise to God, a 
his holy word, and asking his 
divine truth that is about to be the 
study and meditation. These are exercises 
of great importance and interest, and as it is 
one of the objects of the Sunday-school to 
interest the young in religious services, this 
purpose is necessarily defeated in the case 
of those scholars, who from want of punctu- 
ality are absent at the opening of the school. 
Each one of the teachers also, who is absent 
at that time, is instrumental in en 







fas 


the exhibition of that union of whi 
should characterize those en together 
in so important a work, es ly when the 


channel of that effort is prayer to God for a 
blessing upon their labors. 

A second obstacle is the want of regularity 
in attendance. No one can doubt the utility 
of order. Take away from the operations of 
nature that uniformity that now belongs to 
them. Imagine for instance, that the sun 
should shine on our earth to-day, and with- 
hold his light to-morrow—that the spring 
should sometimes forget to put forth her ten- 
der buds, or the warmth-giving fire to refuse 
to emit its useful heat—and what confusion 
would ensue! Such a state of things would 
plainly produce a most painful feeling of dis- 
trust, and tend to paralyze effort of every 
kind. Now this lesson of order which nature 
teaches is eminently useful when applied 
to small as well as great things, for the prin- 
ciple is the same everywhere, that evil con- 
sequences are the necessary result of irregu- 
larity. In the case of the Sunday-school 
this admits of an easy illustration: for sup- 
pose that a teacher acts on the idea that he 
may occasionally absent himself from the 
school, and what is the effect? His class 
are all assembled in their proper places, 
a flock without a shepherd, but they must 
be taken care of, and it becomes necessary 
therefore to transfer them for the 
to the charge of another teacher. This 
cannot be done, however, without crea- 
ting a certain degree of confusion, and if 
such changes are often made, they are apt 
to generate in the minds of scholars thus 
dealt with, a feeling of discontent, and a 

wing want of interest in the 

hen the scholars themselves are 
in attendance, there are also evils resul 
for in this way they lose that continuity of 
instruction, which they would otherwise re- 
ceive, and by the light esteem in which 
hold this instruction, as manifested 
conduct, they exercise a depressin, 
on the mind of the teacher, wh 
beget in him a diminished zeal for his work. 

A third obstacle is the indisposition of the 
scholars to prepare the lessons them. 
One of the principal objects of the Sun- 
day-school, is to furnish the youthful mind 
thoroughly with Bible truth. The sword of 
the Spirit, we are told, is the word of God, 
and it is a very interesting fact that when our 
Saviour was tempted by the devil, he over- 
came the great adversary in yen hen rg 
by citing a text of Scripture. This then is 
the simple, but mighty weapon that the 
Sunday-school seeks to put into the hands 
of the young, that they may go forth into the 
world, armed against the evil one. But here 
the difficulty we have alluded to recurs. 
Those for whom this anxiety is felt, that 
they may be thus equipped for the battle of 
life, do not themselves appreciate the value 
of such preparation, and are indisposed to 
put forth the effort which it necessarily re- 
quires. In this state of things then, it be- 
comes the faithful teacher to use his utmost 
endeavors to induce the members of his class 
to overcome this at inertness. 

A fourth obstacle is the failure of the 
teachers to put to a thorough test the e 
of intercessory prayer in behalf of th 
scholars. While it is our ov to grey for all 
men, and to desire fervently that ‘s ki 
dom may come everywhere, and the earth 
full of the knowledges of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea, it still seems 
binding on us to solicit earnestly the blessing 
of our heavenly Father, or those whom in 
his providence he has closely connected with 
us. And is not the relation between a Sun- 
day-school teacher and his scholars, a close 
and intimate one? Sabbath after Sabbath, 

erbaps for many years, he sits by their side 

n the sanctuary of God, instructing them 
from the words of eternal life, urging them to 
seek the Lord early, that they might find him, 
and directing their youthful gaze to the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the 
world. Surely this is a near tie, and one that 
loudly demands that the blessing of heaven 
be entreated upon it. If then, teachers rea- 
lized this more than they do, and remember- 
ed their scholars oftener and more —— 
at the throne of grace, who can doubt 

the word of God in his hands, that richer 
blessings would descend upon us from above, 
and that our Sunday-schools would exhibit 
far more gratifying results. 

But the most formidable obstacle to the 
greater success of the Sundey-school, and 
the last that we shall mention, is one that 
applies not only to this institution, but affects 
equally every organization for the advance- 
ment .of religion. It is the sad alienation 
of the heart from God, and its consequent in- 
difference to religious truth. This is that: 
mournful fact that fearfully hinders the pro- 
gress of the church of God itself. The voice 
of God through his word falls upon the ear, 
but descends not to the heart. The mercies 
and the judgments of God are pressed home 
upon the soul, but its thoughts are wander- 
ing to the ends of the earth. Even the ama- 
zing love of Godin the gift of a Saviour, 
fails to excite in return the glow of grate- 
fal affection. Where then is our hope, and 
where our help? Who can open the eyes of 
these beloved children, gathered into our 
Sunday-schools, that they may see the Sa- 
viour, and who can prepare their hearts to 
receive him gladly? None but God. Let us 
all then endeavor to realize this more fully, 
and more earnestly entreat for them the 
of the Holy Spirit. . 

Charleston, 8. C. 
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Evit Svecestions.—Some years since 
made the acquaintance of a clergyman. 
met him again and in, and esteem was 
ripening into friendship, when, happening 
to mention his name in the presence of @ 
mutual acquaintance, he said : 

“Have you never thought him hollow- 
hearted ?” 

I had never thought him so, and do not 
now think him go, yet to the last day of 


Lain! 


life I shall not get rid of the impression 





by that unkind, and I think, unjust suggestion. 
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tapon some of the other dailies for catering to 
TT calleet don't The particular offence 
against them is their sending special 






r just as there is a 
reading licentious books, 

rally eat. But the proprietor of 
© (a newepeper has no more moral right to 
to the one taste than to the other. 
The Journal enforces its own just censure by 
‘@ pertinent quotation from Dickens, which 
a to be gravely considered. Dickens 
said, in reference to the public execution of 

Mr. and Mrs. Manning, that “ nothing that in- 

genuity could devise could work such ruin as 
one public execution.” That the thousands in 
front of Horsemonger Gaol were so inexpres- 
sibly odious in their brutal mirth or callous- 
ness, that a man had cause to feel ashamed of 

the shape he wore, and to shrink from him- 
self as “ in the image of the devil,” 
and he was shocked to observe that “there 
‘was no more emotion, no more pity, no more 
thought that two immortal souls had gone to 
_ judgment, than if the name of Christ had 
never been heard in this world, and there 
were no belief among men but that they 
perished like the beasts.” 

The of nearly all our States 
have testiiied their sense of the demoralizing 
effects of public executions, by requiring 
criminals to be executed in private. This 
wise provision of the law, however, in regard 
to executions, is rendered practically null by 
the extreme and minute publicity given to 
them in the daily newspapers. As to the 
effect of this kind of publication upon pub- 
lic morals, there can be but one opinion. 
Its tendency is evil and only evil. The exhi- 
bition of vice and crime has no tendency to 
deter men from its commission. Even the 
exhibition of the extreme penalty of the law 
has no such tendency. On the contrary, these 
circumstantials of crime have a strange fasci- 
nation for a depraved imagination. They set 
the thoughts to work. They inflame what- 
ever is wicked in the heart. They teach by 
example just how evil deeds are done. Crime 
is in its very nature contagious. The minis- 
ters of justice must indeed deal with it, just 
as the physicians have to deal with pestilence. 
But the less the public at large are familiar 
with the loathsome thing, the better for the 
public health. 

We do not limit our censures, however, to 
the public journalist. The proprietor of a 
newspaper probably has no more taste for 
such details than his neighbors. He puts 
them in his paper simply because he finds 
them saleable. This does not, indeed, jus- 
tify him. Private gain is never right when 
secured at the expense of public morals. It 
is precisely the argument against the 
keeper of a gambling house, or the ven- 
der or publisher of obscene prints, and it ap- 
plies with its full force. While, therefore, 
we do not acquit the editor or publisher who 
caters to an appetite which is quite as inju- 
rious and demoralizing as the appetite for 
obscenity, we think the chief sin lies at the 
door of those who buy and read such publi- 
eations. The Christian, whose instincts do 

; not revolt at such scenes, should look seriously 
into his own heart. The Christian father 
should exclude from his household the news- 
, paper whose columns are filled with the de- 
tails of crime, just as rigorously as he would 
ike exclude the perpetrators of it, amd for the 
hy same reasons. It is not the companionship that 
he wants for his children. One who would 
be ashamed to be seen going to a public exe- 
cution, should be ashamed to be seen reading 
the prurient and horrible details. Every man 
who buys a paper containing such an account, 
does just so much to encourage and patronize 
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a public evil. 
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Niagara County Sabbath-School 
Association. 


HE first annual meeting of this Associa- 
tion was held on the 5th of June, in the 
QOongregational church of Lockport, N.Y. The 
usual degree of interest attended the gather- 
ing. Officers were elected for the ensuing 
year, and much valuable information of the 
condition and wants of the cause was impart- 
ed, The report of the corresponding secre- 
tary, the Rev. P. A. Strobell, was unusually 
explicit; and showed that a commendable 
degree of labor and zeal has been exerted to 
secure the statistical and practical informa- 
tion it contains. It says: 


“In Niagara county we report 83 schools, 
252 officers, 942 teachers, nearly 6,000 scho- 
lars, and an average attendance of over 4,000. 
If our county association had done nothing 
more than simply to bring out these facts, we 
ought to feel that our efforts have been well 
compensated. In this connection it may be 
gratifying to the friends of Sabbath-schools 
in the county to know the fact, that the re- 
port of your corresponding secretary, as made 
to the State Convention at its last annual 
meeting at Oswego, showed that the cause in 
this county is, all things considered, in as 
‘favorable a condition as in any other county 
in the State.” 

. During the year, several towns in the 
county have been visited, auxiliary associa- 
tions formed, and appeals made to a number 
of the schools. The cause is reported to be 
on the increase in interest and efficiency in 
the county, and the people are waking up to 
the importance and value of effort in the 
good cause. 

The next semi-annual meeting is to be 
held at Cambria Centre, on the last Tuesday 
of September, and the next annual meeting 
in the Baptist church of Newfane. Mr. D. D. 
Hamilton was elected corresponding secre- 
tary for the ensuing year. 


A 








Young Men’s Association of Dublin. 
Mr, Stuart in Ireland. 

A* interesting and crowded meeting of the 

Young Men’s Christian Association of 
Dublin was convened on the 18th of June. 
It was exclusively for young men, and was 
called as a meeting of welcome to our towns- 
man, Mr. George H. Stuart, of whose labors 
Philadelphia may well be proud. His efforts 
for the good of young men, especially in con- 
nection with this organization, have abounded 
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improvement of the young men, and 
minu bed its operations. He spoke 
also of the prayer-meetings for firemen, and for 
medical students, of the Union Tent, and of 
other importaat organizations in conjunction 
with the Association. In eloquent language 
he referred to the great awakening in our 
country, and urged the young men of Dublin 
to unite with their brethren in other lands in 
the one great work of extending Ohrist’s 


minds a morbid 
GC MOMGNDS sithure “tails ot} Vingdou 


~The meeting reluctantly separated in hope 
of another re-union shortly, at which Mr. 
Stuart was expected to preside, and where 
the ladies also might enjoy the benefit of his 
stirring words. 

I 
Conversation. 

NY ONE who rides often in public con- 
veyances has opportunity to observe 
how much people differ in respect to conver- 
sation. He will notice that one man, as he 
comes in and takes his seat by him, nods 
familiarly, and says a pleasant word or two. 
Another may be disposed to sustain a longer 
conversation; while a third seems unconscious 
of the presence of any one besides himself. 
Gne speaks of indifferent things; another 
discusses politics and the events of the day; 
and another perhaps touches tpon some so- 
cial or moral topic, and may, if he finds a 
listener, show that he looks beneath the sur- 
face of things. Some speak in low tones, not 
caring to be heard, except by the one or two 
whom they are particularly g ; some 
speak without restraint, as though they were 
in the privacy of home, or in the midst of 
acquaintances; and some by the loudness of 

their tones seem to invite notice. 

The observer must, however, himself be 
inclined to silence, to notice all this. If he is 
talkative, he will be more likely to notice how 
advances are received. One will confine him- 
self to the briefest reply; another, after a 
few faintly brisk remarks, relapses into si- 
lence; and a third settles himself down into 
good companionship for the rest of the jour- 
ney. Some have an exclusive feeling, and 
are repellant in their attitudes; some look 
upon all strangers with suspicion; while a 
few sre ready to confide in any one who 
makes approaches to them. 

But with all these differences, any one who 

has tried the experiment knows that, if the 
approaches are properly made, it is rare to 
find one who cannot be drawn out of his re- 
serve. One needs, it is true, experience in 
the world, and a knowledge of men, to be 
able to meet and overcome the pride of ex- 
clusiveness or the caution of the suspicious; 
but it is a general truth, and one which may 
be safely acted upon, that every one, if he is 
respectfully addressed, and the first advances 
are carefully followed up, can be led into a 
prolonged conversation. 
What then is the duty of one to whom such 
opportunities are presented? Must he em- 
brace every opportunity? And must he always 
lead the conversation to serious things? 

The answer to the first inquiry each one 
must give far himself. It would require too 
much space to discuss it here. The latter 
inquiry certainly deserves consideration, and 
when we remember the words of Christ, 
“That every idle word that men shall speak, 
they shall give account thereof in the day of 
judgment,” it assumes an importance which 
we do not generally give to it. 

There are some who are so zehklous, that 
they will talk of nothing but religion, and 
they introduce it at all times, and in all 
places, and under all circumstances. These 
have “zeal without knowledge.” They mis- 
interpret the apostle’s words, ‘‘ Be instant in 
season, out of season,” and they forget the 
words of the wise man, “A word spoken in 
due season, how good is it.” Others think, 
judging by their practice, that there is no due 
season except that which is set apart for such 
a purpose. These are equally in error. 

The former should remember that a large 
part of those they will meet with are preju- 
diced, not only against the truth, but also 
against those who have embraced it, and that 
if they force it upon the notice of such, they 
will only confirm them in their dislike to it, 
and will render themselves personally disa- 
greeable. They must go carefully to work, 
and gradually lead the minds of those with 
whom they converse into a more thoughtful 
mood, and drop a word here and there as they 
find it will be received. “The heart of the 
righteous studieth to overcome,” and if we do 
not study to adapt our words to time and 
place, our mouth will be too much like “ the 
mouth of the wicked,” described in the same 
verse, which “ poureth out evil things.” 

Those Christians who never speak of reli- 
gious things, certainly lose many opportuni- 
ties for good to others and to themselves. 
They should remember that we shall be as 
much accountable for the good we might 
have done, as for the evil we do. One great 
reason, doubtless, why some fail to speak on 
this subject; is their sensitiveness to the want 
of sympathy which they meet with. But let 
them accustom themselves to such conversa- 
tion when proper occasion offers, and they will 
find increased facility and enjoyment in it. 

When two Christians meet, nothing can be 
more appropriate than for them to converse 
on this topic. When the car is detained by 
some accidentor hindrance, all are interested 
in talking with each other about it, and ask- 
ing each other the cause of the delay ; and if 
the journey is to be a long one, nothing is 
more interesting than to speak of the objects 
worthy of attention along the route, or to find 
one going to the same place with ourselves ; 
and why should not those who are traveling 
the longest of all journeys together, and who 
are bound to the same place, talk often gne 
to another by the way ? 

Whether we engage actively in conversa- 
tion or not, we can always be careful not 
to do or say anything inconsistent with a 
Christian character, and we can always let it 
be seen which side weare on. We ought not 
to let any opportunity pass by if we know 
how to improve it; but we ought at least to 
give heed to the admonition, “ Let your con- 
versation be as it becometh the gospel of 
Onrist ?” 


Aa * 








Tae INpIspeNsanLy Preparation.— What 
would my people do if I were not to pray?” 
said a godly minister, when asked whether 
his numerous engagements did not prevent 
him from spending a due amount of time in 





prayer. He knew that there could be no 













effective preaching without previous prayer. 
A fine sermon ‘without prayer : 
e mey” presented without 

ll fall powerless on the 

oy may be delivered 


‘may secure the atten- 
t they will not reach 


tion of the hearers; 
the heart. In order to this, the preacher 
must have a spiritual apprehension of the 
truth and spiritual emotions which cannot 
be gained without previous prayer. 

The same is true of the Sunday-school 


teacher. ‘What would my class do, if I 
were not to pray?” may well be asked by 
every teacher. When you have prayed over 
the lesson till the truths it contains are felt 
to be living truths in your soul, you can 
scarcely fail of interesting your class, and 
of doing them good. 





Or One Minv.—The Scriptures enjoin upon 
Christians that they should all be of one 
mind. It is not meant that they should en- 
tertain the same views in regard to all sub- 
jects—that they should all think alike. This, 
in the present state of human minds, would be 
impossible. 

Men are of one mind when they are all 
zealous in the pursuit of the same objects. 
The revolutionary fathers were of one mind. 
They were all zealous for the attainment of 
independence. 

So Christians are of one mind when they 
seek first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness. Those who are striving to 
become holy—who are striving to do God’s 
will on earth as it is done in heaven, are of one 
mind, however widely they may differ in opi- 
nion respecting matters secondary to the sal- 
vation of the soul. 





Tue Never-Fartine Love.—Ingratitude de- 
stroys affection among men. But not so with 
respect to the love of Christ. If ingratitude 
could destroy the love of Christ towards us, 
it had been destroyed long ago. Not a day 
has passed in which we have not failed in 
the duty of gratitude. We have uttered 
murmurings and complaints, when we should 
have uttered thanksgiving and praise. If 
coldness, distrust, ingratitude, disobedience 
and dishonor to his cause could have de- 
stroyed Christ’s love to us, we should now be 
outcasts without happimess and without hope. 





Our New York Depository hag been re- 
moved to 599 Broadway, where we have se- 
cured a much more cheerful and pleasant 
location than the former one. There that 
veteran in the cause, Mr. George S. Scofield, 
so well known to all Sunday-school men, 
dispenses his favors to customers. There 
also are the head-quarters of the Associate 
Secretary, Mr. Burtis, and of Mr. Pardee, the 
indefatigable missionary of the New York 
Board. Will not our friends in passing down 
Broadway, look in and see what a pleasant 
place the new Depository is ? 





Some unknown friend, who sends us $2 
to pay for two copies of the ‘‘Times,” to be 
sent to different parties, (friends of his in Illi- 
nois,) says: 

“Would to God that every Sunday-school 
teacher and superintendent in the land could 
enjoy the soul-cheering weekly visitations of 
the Sunday-School Times. Goon in your labor 
of love. Continue to gladden the hearts and 
strengthen the hands of the devoted friends of 
Jesus, and the little ones that he has pur 
chased with his own precious blood.” 





Tue New York State Sunday-School Teach- 
er’s Association will convene in the city of 
Schenectady on the 7th August next, at four 
o’clock P. M. 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT.—-For Chloe Lankton, 
$1.—Anonymous. Also $5 from D. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


LONDON, June 23, 1860. 

Tue TeMPERANCE MOVEMENT. 
BELIEVE I promised in my last to say 
something in regard to the temperance 
movements in this great city. I told you of the 
disease, now I will tell you what “The National 
Temperance League” and the “Band of Hope 
Union,” are trying to accomplish to arrest that 
disease, The anniversary of the League was held 
in Exeter Hall, May 10, and was a densely crowd- 
ed meeting. The annual report stated that the 
progress of the temperance cause had been most 
encouraging during the past year. More influen- 
tial persons have come out openly on the side of 
temperance during the past, than during any 
previous year. In Ireland, the revival has to a 
wonderful extent, promoted the cause of tempe- 
rance, and in Wales the cause has made remark- 
able progress. £14,000, or about $67,000 have 
been expended during the year in advancing 
the cause, and there are connected with “ the 
League” 60,000 paying members. Nine paid 
agents have been regularly employed in the great 
work, and forty-nine gentlemen have lectured 
occasionally and gratuitously. During the year, 
J. B. Gough had delivered 175 lectures. In the 
provinces, he addressed at least 140,000 people, 
of whom at least 40,000 had signed the tempe- 
rance pledge. In this great city, he addressed 
not less than 30,000 persons, of whom 1,600 be- 
came true and open converts to the temperance 
cause. 

It is confidently asserted that the consumption 
of intoxivating liquors, has very much diminished 
during the last twenty-five years. I trust this is 
really true. If it is, however, the state of things 
then must have been appalling. It is also as- 
serted that drinking habits are much less pre- 
valent among the upper classes now, than they 
were formerly, and I have reason to believe this 
is true, and that the lectures and efforts of the 
League, are producing an important result. Of 
this no one can doubt. 

“The Band of Hope,” a temperance institu- 
tion, whose object itis to gather in the children 
and youth, held its fifth anniversary in Exeter 
Hall, May 8th, in the evening, and the hall was 
crowded to its utmost capacity. The platform 
behind the speaker was packed with children, 
who seemed to belong to the working classes, 
but they had a happy well to-do look, and the 
clappings and shoutings before the meeting com- 
menced, showed that they are strong and vigo- 
rous boys. There were at least 1,000 children 
collected on the platform, and about forty of the 
metropolitan societies. There are in London over 
one hundred of these societies; and though I am 
not able to state the exact number of children 
enrolled in these societies, it cannot be less than 
16,000, I have attended some of their district 
meetings, and they are most enthusiastic. The 
Rey. Newman Hall, a distinguished Independent 
clergyman, now pastor of Surrey chapel, the 
same place where the celebrated Rowland Hill so 
long ministered, is one of the most earnest, con- 











sistent and efficient advocates of temperance, I 
have met among the clergy of London, He ig 
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the great idol, I was going to say, ga 





Bands 6f Hope. I sttended im his’ 

of the m: interesting and enthu- 
siastic juvenile te co I ever 
witnessed. The Ui has arran to hold 


coming year, and on every occasion to have speak- 
ers preset, to give interest and influence to the 
meetings. Several paid, and a large number of 
volunteer agents assembled. During the last 
year more than 1,000 addresses were delivered 
at these meetings. Several small but valu- 
able publications are issued by the Union, 
which, in various ways are scattered by tens of 
thousands among the children and youth. Here 
it seems to me is the hope of London. These 
children are thoroughly grounded in the princi- 
ples of teetotalism, and in much less than thirty 
years, they will be wielding an important influ- 
ence in this vast city in favor of temp 


at a similar gathering in Greenwich. Indeed, 
; a corner of the State has failed to 
something in the way. of a Sabbath-school 
bration during the last ten days. 

At Newington, “the Fourth” was observed on 
the third instant, by a pic-nic in a delightful 
grove, about a mile below the Centre. Rev. W. 
P. Aiken, pastor of the Newington church, and 
Messrs. N. Kingsbury, J. G. Griswold, and H. C. 
Trumbull, of Hartford, made brief talks on the 
occasion. 

The little schools being organized in Fairfield 
county under the auspices of our State association, 
and at the expense of the American Sunday-School 
Union, are all doing finely. In one locality, on 
the borders of Wilton and Norwalk, in a very 
scattered community, at a distance from any 
church, a school conducted by a union of Metho- 
dists, Episcopalians and Congregationalists, has 

lready i dso as to overflow the district 





May their numbers be speedily increased a thou- 
sand fold. Yours, &c. M. L. 





NEW YORK, July 9, 1860. 
Tas New Dany, “Tas Worty’—Tae Rev. Dr. Barrp 
AND THE Rev. Dr. 


MENTS ON THE “ FountTH”—City SABBATH-SOHOOLS NOT 
TO CLOSE IN SUMMER. 


UR new city daily, The World, of which I 
O wrote as forthcoming, in my correspondence 
a month or two ago, made its appearance on the 
14th of June, proximo, and since then has met us 
every morning with its smiling, respectable face. 
All the good things which I then promised for it, 
have been fully met, and we all regard it as a de- 
cided success. It is a larger and better printed 
paper than our two cent dailies, and presents a 
most refreshing aspect. It is genial and dignified 
in its tone, candid and practical in its statements, 
and its articles evince the highest ability. Its 
editorials are also condensed, so as to save the 
time and patience of the reader. We take it to 
our families in the full assurance that our children 
will not find in it sneers against religion, or heart- 
less witticisms about religious people. 

Such well known divines as the Rev. Robert 
Baird, D. D., the Christian Traveller, and the 
Rev. Abel Stevens, D. D., recently the popular 
editor of the Christian Advocate and Journal, are 
among those contributing to its high moral and 
religious tone. Mr. Spalding, as stated, is editor- 
in-chief. 

It was the aim of the publishers of The World 
to raise the subscription list to 30,000 within three 
months. All this was accomplished within the first 
week, and now, without availing themselves of 
a large part of their for a lation, 
they sell readily every day, I am informed, all 
the papers their six cylinder press can throw off. 
A ten cylinder press is now building for The 
World, to supply a greatly increased circulation. 
Success then we say to The World. 

On the fourth of July it was our privilege to 
attend a county Sabbath-school convention, child- 
ren’s ting, &c.,in Dutchess county, at Pleasant 
Valley. A large number were present. The 
towns of the county generally were not repre- 
sented, but we learned that in the town where we 
met, and in some others, and also in the city of 
Poughkeepsie, there was an increased interest in 
the cause apparent, and much hope expressed for 
the future. The Rev. Mr. Wile, of Pleasant Val- 
ley, was called to preside, and Mr. R. C. Andrus, 
of Poughkeepsie, was appointed secretary. The 

di was add d by the Chairman, the Rev. 
Mr. Wile, by Mr. R. C. Andrus, by the devoted 
friend of the cause and County Secretary Mr. 
John E. Vassar, of Poughkeepsie, and by Mr. R. 
G. Pardee, of New York, as a delegate from the 
Visiting Committee of the State Sabbath-School 
Teachers’ Association. At the close of the Con- 
vention, in view of the th ds of negl 
children in Dutchess county, it was resolved to 
recommend that a special county Sabbath-school 
convention be called in the city of Poughkeepsie, 
on the second Wednesday of October next, at 10 
o’clock A. M., and that all pastors, teachers and 
friends were earnestly desired to be present. Mr. 
R. C. Andrus, Mr. Wm. 8. Morgan, and Mr. John 
E. Vassar were appointed a committee for the 
purpose. 

I did hope to be able to report to you that our 
nation’s birthday was observed more extensively 
than usual in appropriate efforts on behalf of our 
children’s patriotism, morals, and piety. But 
although many such meetings of much interest 
and profit were held, I do not know that I could 
say that it was an increase over former years. A 
part of that day might most appropriately be 
spent in kindly efforts on behalf of the poor and 
neglected children. But, alas! too many good 
people cultivate only their own selfish enjoyment on 
that day; and spend their money most freely only 
on the excitements of an hour, to wit., fireworks 
and fire-crackers. Alas! alas! for our future, if 
our patriotism begins and ends in such trifles. 
It must dwarf everything. 

Our city Sabbath-schools are most of them ar- 
ranging it so as to avoid closing in summer. A 
few will close for a month or six weeks. More 
yet will close for a week or two, for repairs, clean- 
ing, &c.; but for the most part the schools will 
be kept open. This is as itshould be. The cost 
of suspending is too great. It requires atremen- 
dous effort to rally again in September. 
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HARTFORD, Conn., July 9th, 1860. 


Sappatu-Scnoo. CELEBRATIONS IN CoNNECTICUT—THE 


State AROUSED—EARNEsT WORK IN NoRFOLK—Waar 

AN LADIES CAN Do—NeEw ScHooLs IN FAIRFIELD 
Countr—A House OverrLowep—Gon’s BLESSING ON 
tHE Lasor oF Two Youne CaRIsTIANS—DESTITUTIONS 
RELIEVED. 


(¢ PNDEPENDENCE Day” was not forgotten 

I by the friends of Sabbath-schools in Con- 
necticut. At Norfolk, the Congregational and 
Methodist schools joined in the celebration, invit- 
ing a little mission school from the vicinity, and 
the Congregational school from North Canaan. 
From 800 to 1,000 people assembled, about noon, 
on the village green, where, after a march, a boun- 
tiful repast, and singing by the children, they 
were addressed by Rev. Messrs. Esray, of Nor- 
folk, and Bacon, of Lichfield, Mr. Trumbull, of 
Hartford, and William K. Peck, Esq., of Norfolk. 
The whole affair passed off very pleasantly. 

The children’s cause is looking up in Norfolk. 
In addition to the little mission school named 
above, recently started on “ Canaan Mountain” in 
a ity posed chiefly of charcoal burn- 
ers, where one was greatly needed, another has 
been organized, in a different part of the town, by 
two ladies from the Centre, who of their own ac- 
cord, sought out and provided for these children, 
hitherto unreached by direet religious influence. 
Good will, doubtless, come of these movements, 
not merely to the pupils, but to the warm-hearted, 
self-denying teachers. 

At West Hartford, the Baptist, Congregational 
and Episcopal Sabbath-schools united in a social 
gathering, being addressed by the Rev. Elisha 
Cushman, pastor of the Baptist church of that 
place, and Messrs. David Hawley, E. S. Cleave- 
land and H. C. Robinson, of this city. Mr. Wm. 
Storer also read an original poem, which was well 
received. 

At Seymour, the Methodist, Congregational 
and Episcopal schools came together, with their 
friends in the car-house, to the number of four 
or five hundred. They were addressed by several 
gentlemen, including the Rev. 0. E. Shannon, 
rector of the Episcopal church, and Mr. Pardee 
of Mount Carmel, the New Haven county secre- 
tary. 

Rev. Dr. Bacon, of New Haven, was present at 
a Sabbath-school celebration in Colebrook, and 








Rey. Mr. Diossy, the Fairfield county secretary, 


school-house ; and of late three or four classes 
have been taught each Sabbath, under the 
shade of neighboring trees. 

In another district, bordering Redding and 
Bethel, where two young men came down from 
the latter place, last year, and conducted weekly 
meetings in the school-house, until a blessed re- 
vival commenced, resulting in the hopeful conver- 
sien of some fifty precious souls, a school has now 
been organized by a union of Baptists, Episcopa- 
lians and Methodists, which furnishes work for 
the young converts, and continues the good influ- 
ence of the religious awakening to the rising ge- 
neration. Some sixty children, besides a large 
number of adults, are now connected with the 
school. 

These schools, of which more than a half score 
have been started in Fairfield county the current 
season, are in districts where the children have 
hitherto attended no Sabbath-school, and are re- 
mote from other places of worship. The county 
secretary writes of one locality where he organ- 
ized a school: “ This district is about three miles 
from the churches, with high hills and rough roads 
between. I learned that about a score of poor 
children near the school-house could be brought 
in, who did not and would not attend elsewhere, 
provided they were clothed and encouraged pro- 
perly. The ladies promised me they would see to 
the matter.” Not a month has passed since 
he wrote thus, and forty-five scholars are already 
gathered into this school. GLEANER. 





BOSTON, July 9, 1860. 

ORGANIZATION OF SUNDAY-SCHOOLS IN MASSACHUSETTS—THE 
Dakk Spots or THE OLD Bay StatTe—ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE Union—OpposiTion To MissionARY WORK—COUNTY 
Conventions, &c., &c. 


OT a word have I seen from Boston, in the 
Times, for many weeks, and I desire to give 
your readers a few itenrs by way of Sunday-school 
news. The work of organizing Sunday-schools 
in the many waste places of our State is steadily 
progressing. The American Sunday-School Union 
is the only organization which does this work in 
Massachusetts. It is all very well to sei 1 money 
abroad te other States, to the West and elsewhere, 
but in doing this the home field should not be 
neglected. We may be trying to pluck the mote 
out of our brother’s eye, while there is in ours a 
great beam. The old Bay State has her dark spots 
which need the gospel. The number of villages, 
neighborhoods, and parts of towns where the 
gospel is not preached, where no Sunday-schools 
are found, and where the people have no means of 
grace, are very numerous—more go than our own 
people are aware of. Is it right to neglect these 
places? You will be glad to know that some feel- 
ing has been aroused on this subject among the 
lovers of Christ in our State. The anniversary 
of the American Sunday-School Union, in May, 
did very much to awaken a new interest in this 
direction. A large number of clergymen, super- 
intendents, and teachers were present from all 
parts of the State, many of whom were suprised, 
to say the least, to learn that there was so much 
need of Sunday-school missionary labor in Mas- 
sachusetts. After the statement made by the mis- 
sionary of the Union, of help which he needed to 
furnish libraries for these destitute places, a num- 
ber of gentlemen came voluntarily forward with 
subscriptions for this work. This afforded a tem- 
porary relief only, and it is to be hoped that the 
people of Massachusetts will rally around an or- 
ganization which gathers together the neglected 
children into Sunday-schools, and thus furnishes 
them with the means of grace. There is in cer- 
tain quarters the most intensified opposition to this 
enterprise, which it is impossible to explain. One 
would suppose that all who labor in so good and 
Christ-like a work as that alluded to, would be of 
one heart and mind, and would help, instead of 
hindering each other. If there is onc department 
of Christian labor more blessed than another, 
next to the regular preaching of the Word, it is 
that of the Sunday-school missionary ; and when 
he finds any opposition to it, especially among 
those who profess unusual love for the young, he 
can but stand in wonder and amazement. 

The anniversary of the Union in May, to which 
I have barely alluded, wasa most triumphant 
meeting, and one of the best ever held in Boston. 
The addresses were peculiarly good, and the en- 
thusiasm was, at times, almost unbounded. A 
large choir of children added greatly to the in- 
terest, and we record the sentiment of all present, 
when we state that the meeting did more to enlist 
the sympathies of the Christian public in favor of 
the American Sunday-School Union than any 
which has been held in Boston for many years 
previous. How could it be otherwise? An in- 
stitution which has organized, in one year, through 
its missionaries, more than 2,000 new Sunday- 
schools, must have the support of the church. 

The late United S. 8. Teachers’ State Conven- 
tion at Worcester, was, in point of numbers, a 
grand success. The address of Dr. Huntington 
is most severely criticised by many of our best 
Christian men of all denominations, except the 
one to which he belongs. It was a sectarian pa- 
per, and was, therefore, iM-timed. 

The Congregationalists of Massachusetts pro- 
posed to hold a State Sunday-school convention 
some time in October. Measures should be taken 
to hold county Union §. 8. conventions. They 
would prove valuable auxiliaries to the State 
meetings, and would result in great good to the 
cause, 

A Sunday-school missionary has just been ap- 
pointed to labor for two or three months in the 
south-eastern part of our State in connection with 
the State missionary of the Union. This section 
needs just such help. A large number of schools 
might be, and probably will be, organized in this 
locality. 

The anniversary of the Toll-Gate Mission Sun- 
day-school at West Roxbury was held a week or 
two since. This school is composed of children 
of Catholic parents. It was organized two years 
ago, and has, thus far, succeeded admirably. 54 
children have been brought into it during the 
year. It is superintended by Mr. Edward L. 
Tead, and will, if continued, do much for the des- 
titute in that section. x. 





JERSEY CITY, July 7, 1860. 


Tae “Five Pornrs” or Jersey Crty—Waat We Ane 
Dorna THERE. 


EAR TIMES:—Knowing the interest you 

always take in missions, I have thought that 
perhaps an account of the commencing of a Sab- 
bath-school in a very destitute part of our city, 
called the “Five Points of Jersey City,” might 
not prove uninteresting to you. 

A few individuals, mostly connected with the 
Union Baptist church, felt that the finger of 
duty was pointing them to this uncultivated field, 
as a place where, with the blessing of God, mueb 
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o it be « ‘They rented a small store, 
fi it up in ‘m, convenient and comfortable 
Hner, 80 that it would accommodate about 150 
scholars, They would have preferred a much 
larger place if they could have found it. They 
then adopted a plan to bring in scholars which 
they thought original; but I have since seen it in 
an old copy of the Times, They issued a num- 
ber of handbills similar to the one I send you 
and distributed them among the children in the 
neighborhood. On Sunday afternoon, at the time 
stated in the circular, the officers and teachers 
were met by 36 children and a few adults, With 
this encouragement they proceeded to organize the 
school. 

Besides those who had come in to join them. 
selves as teachers and scholars, there was 
large number of children and a few men out. 
side of the rooms who, although they could not 
be prevailed upon to come inside, yet would 
put their heads in the windows and stand in the 
doorways, receiving the same benefit from the 
singing and addresses as those inside. Many of 
them probably had before them the anger of a 
father or mother who had forbidden their going 
into “that Protestant school.” One little girl, 
however, yielded to the temptation offered her 
but was not allowed to enjoy it long, for soon = 
mother went in, and dragging her out in rather 
an unmotherly manner, whipped her as she chased 
her towards her home. This incident gives the 
teachers some faint idea of the opposition with 
which they will be obliged to contend, located as 
they are in a district peopled principally by Ro- 
man Catholies, on or near which no evangelical 
Sabbath-school had ever been planted, nor the 
pure truths of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
promulgated in any way except perhaps by some 
faithful tract visitor. Yet, “if God is for them” 
who can be against them? 

The organizing exercises passed off very pleas- 
antly. I think their prospeet for success is very 
promising. They have a band of officers and 
teachers who are in earnest; they feel that they 
are engaged in the Lord’s work, and that he will 
bless their undertaking. May God grant that 
they may be instrumental in “winning many 
souls to righteousness.” Wok. §. 


GLEANINGS 
From the Noon Prayer-Meeting. 
(Reported for the Sunday-School Times.) 

Fruits of Revival.—A clergyman of our city, 
reviewing the effects of the recent outpouring of 
the Spirit on our land, spoke of its primary and 
its secondary fruits. Of the former, were the 
many souls safely housed in heaven, garnered in 
glory. Many also were still on the earth, battling 
with the world, the flesh and the devil, earnestly 
longing to depart and to be with Christ, yet 
willing to remain, if thereby they might promote 
the Master's glory, and save the souls of their 
fellows. The primary fruits were seen too, in 
the increased communion and fellowship of the 
saints, in their delightful unity of heart and 
work; and they were depicted in the joyful 
countenances of fathers and mothers, brothers 
and sisters, whose dear ones had been drawn 
under the cloud of the Spirit, and had caught 
on their souls the quickening showers of divine 
grace. 

Among the secondary fruits of the revival were 
an inorease of confidence between man and man 
in the business and ofher relations of life. Eco- 
nomy and thrift were promoted to a sensible ex- 
tent. Commerce and trade had been set on a 
firmer basis, on more correct principles. Morality 
had been advanced. The openly profligate had 
been rebuked and reformed; and many sons had 
rejoiced many parents’ and friends’ hearts by 
abandoning the intoxicating cup, and giving pro- 
mise for this world. The interests of education, 
and especially of youthful education, had been 
wonderfully advanced. Intellectual culture had 
been encouraged and promoted. Much talent, 
long idle, had been evoked, and from the spirit 
of inquiry everywhere started into life, agencies 
had been put in operation destined to affect 
powerfully the future history of the church and 
the world. (Gur country has been blessed, the 
whole world has been benefitted by the late re- 
vival. Has it blessed our own souls? 





Home.—There are two great thoughts which 
ought to fill us with adoring wonder—that God 
should make a home in us, and that a home 
should be made for usin God. There is not a 
single Christian that does not make a home in 
his heart for his God and Saviour; and if we ana- 
lize the word, we will find that all the grand 
characteristics of a home are found in the Chris- 
tian heart. Now God abides in the heart of the 
Christian according to his eternal covenant, from 
the time that he lodges his grace permanently in 
the soul, throughout the unending ages of eter- 
nity. Then, besides permanency, there is the 
idea of communion. God finds a communion 
place in the heart of every one of his children, 
and there he finds love, joy, peace, goodness, 
faith, and all those graces which God loves, and 
delights to find in the sanctified heart. By day 
and by night, in the midst of the adversities and 
changes through which the Christian is called to 
pass, the door is never entirely shut against God, 
who comes down from hearen to commune with 
his children. 

But then, it is likewise true, that if God dwelle 
in us, we also dwellin him. He is our refuge, our 
strength. The hiding place to whith we run in 
every trouble is the bosom of the infinite God. 
There every Christian finds his home; there he 
holds communion; there he lisps in loving, con- 
fiding accents, the name Father, in a higher and 
dearer sense, than we children of the flesh ever 
learned it. Has our heart a home for the God of 
the universe; and do we fly to him as our strong 
tower for salvation, when the evil days draw 
nigh? 





Death.—It is important that we should fami- 
liarize our minds with the thought of death. 
There is really nothing in death itself that is re- 
pulsive. Heathen superstition and invention has 
represented it as a fearful monster, bearing a dart 
orascythe. But how does our Bible represent 
it? It is but the coming of Jesus to take us to 
himself—to his Father and to our Father. Death 
is but a sweet messenger, whose mission is to re- 
lieve us of the burdens of life, and release our 
souls from the cares and sins of earth, to intro- 
duce us into the holy acquaintance and fellow- 
ship of the heavenly hosts. A just and frequent 
contemplation of death, will exert a happy influ- 
ence over our lives. It will lead us to temper 
our joys, and bear cheerfully our ills; and it will 
check that too ardent pursuit of things inferior 
which alas! is the common failing of our huma- 
nity. 





Good News.—A glorious work has signalized 
the recent opening of the tent services in our city. 
The superintendent remarked that on one occa- 
sion, a Sabbath evening, thirty arose and asked 
to be prayed for; and not less than 8 thousand 
of all ages, sexes, classes and conditions in life, 
have crowded under its folds to hear the preach- 
ed word. The congregations are frequently 
melted to tears, under the pointed and eloquent 
presentation of the truth as it is in Jesus. 





Our Hope is in God. —We are a wicked 
By our national sins we are bringing 


people. There is 


down on us the judgments of heaven. 


need that we should pray. That we should humble 
ourselves before God. At an earlier period in my 
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life, I might have looked to great men, to save 
this, my beloved country, for which my fathers 
fought and bled and suffered, but as years 
have increased, and my head has grown white, 
I have lost confidence in the flesh, and I have 
been taught to look only to God to save our na- 
tion. My hope is not in arms of flesh, but my 
confidence is in God, in that influence with which 
he accompanies his word to the hearts of men, 
and makes them partakers of the Spirit of Christ. 





A Suggestive Thought.—If on the return hy 
spring, when our eyes are eager to be gladden 
with the sight of green fields and the beautifnl 
foliage of the forests, we should see nothing but 
the barrenness of winter, would we not be alarmed? 
What a strange thing would it be if nature should 
thus cease her customary operation! How sud- 
den fears of famine would startle us, and how 
some would call upon God as though they felt the 
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in the great cause of temperance, my confidence 
is just brought down to this: that, if we are ever 
to have a temperate community, it will be by the 
power of the Holy Ghost working within on the 
heart. It will not be by law, not by pledges. 
It is in the power of religion alone to do the 
work, Oh, that the Lord would incline us to use 
the power we have for his glory ! 

Then once more, the profanity that abounds. 
O, the profanity! As I returned on the evening 
of the Fourth of July, I tarried with my friend 
till late, as long as I conld, in hope that I might 
escape the bands returning from the race. I 
well nigh succeeded, but got into a car in which 
four men entered. And, my brethren, though I 
am now sixty-three years of age, and can re- 
member distinctly far back into early life, yet I 
must say before God, that I never heard such 
dreadful profanation of my Maker's name. It 
was just one peal of oath and blasphemy upon 

ther, until two or three gentle, retiring females 





darkness of the judgment hour b ding over 
them! Ought we not then to feel anxious and 
alarmed when we see those who have been bear- 
ing fruit in the Lord’s vineyard, producing no 
fruit 2—when we see the church of Christ failing 
to do that which is expected of her?—when we 
do not see sinners flocking to her standards, and 
when no harvest of souls is gathered into her bo- 
som? Yes, we ought to be alarmed, and to be 
stirred to that ceaseless unwearied exertion which 
God has in all wisdom and for our spiritual life 
and growth, appointed to be the means for the 
conversion of the world unto himself. 


Fruits of United Prayer.—A pastor from Ten- 
nessee remarked that in his church, where, for 
twenty-five years, the Lord had permitted him to 
labor, he had been settled in one conviction—that 
the great hindrance to the work of God, was the 
want of prayer on the part of the laity. Not long 
since he had been laid on a bed of languishing, 
and Sabbath after Sabbath his pulpit was silent. 
But afew young men of the church met for prayer. 
In a little time others heard of it, and began to 
assemble with them. The leaven spread through 
the people, and the first time the providence of 
God permitted that pastor to return to his pulpit, 
although he could speak no more than five or ten 
minutes, through feebleness of body, yet he was 
permitted to receive many souls into the member- 
ship of the church, born into the kingdom during 
his absence. Among the number was an old man 
of four score whom he had long feared to be hope- 
lessly hardened, and by his side stood his only 
two song, anda grand-daughter. And there stood 
the great grandfather, the grandfather and the 
grand-child—while in the group, the speaker be- 
held, with tearful eye and rejoicing heart, his only 
son, who, on his twelfth birth day cast in his lot 
with the Lord’s people. 





The Burden of a Pastor’s Heart. 
Special Addrese of the Rev. John Chambers at 
the Noon Prayer Meeting. 


HE Rey. John Chambers was, at his own re- 
T quest, gladly allowed a few minutes beyond 
the usual limit of addresses in the meeting, that 
he might unburden his heart in reference to some 
of the outbreakings in iniquity, which he saw all 
around him, in this great city. He remarked: 

I have been deeply and solemnly impressed 
for many days and weeks, I may say months, 
touching the fearful desolations of that curse to 
which the brother has just alluded—intempe- 
rance. But many other things have been crush- 
ing down upon me of late, and I want to give 
utterance to them before my brethren. 

On the Fourth of July just past, my heart at 
an early hour of the day was very much op- 
pressed. The first sight that I saw on looking 
out of my window, on hearing the sound of music, 
was a large omnilus filled with musicians, and 
with immense placards on the sides, inviting the 
people to a horse-race at a short distance from 
the city, and as might naturally be supposed, to 
every species of vice and immorality. Drunken- 
ness and gambling, and as the papers inform us, 
the most open and bare-faced gambling, that per- 
haps has ever been exemplified in the State of 
Pennsylvania were there practised. That op- 
pressed me at the outset—to think that I had 
lived for thirty-five years in the city of Philadel- 
phia, with its hundreds of churches and minis- 
ters, and its thousands of Christians, and yet the 
devil would have the assurance thus to advertise 
his work! I thought I must speak to the people 
about it, and try in the name of God to reach 
them, and arouse them to take hold of the 
work of staying such open and unblushing pro- 
fligacy. 

Another thing that has distressed me of late, is 
the multitude of petitions coming up here, espe- 
cially from mothers, in behalf of drunken sons. 
The Fourth of July was probably the most 
drunken day that has ever been witnessed in 
this city. In passing out Market street, I saw 
some twenty-five or thirty half-grown boys and 
a.en, in a single group, all of them intoxicated, 
some sprawling on the pavement, and others en- 
deavoring to lift them up, but too drunk to do 
it! Oh, then I thought of the mothers and sis- 
ters in our city! And I thought of the many 
such scenes that were being enacted throughout 
our city. And I thought of the Christian’s duty, 
and how the love of many was waxing cold, and 
I determined I would speak of the sight in the 
midst of this beloved company of God’s redeem- 
ed men and women, and see if we could not ex- 
hort each other to effort in the name of Christ. 
If we had started in an omnibus, with a band of 
young men and women singing hymns of praise, 
and inviting by placards the citizens of Philadel- 
phia to a great prayer-meeting in Washington 
Square, or to some woods near by, the people 
would no doubt have set us down as fanatics, 
fools, madmen. Yes, many Christians would have 
said, “What a ridiculous thing, how they are 
letting down the dignity of Christianity.” Ah! 
my brethren, here’s the difficulty, here is where 
the devil gets us. But, thank heaven, Christi- 
anity has a dignity—it is enthroned in majesty 
on high, and it is not sullied but magnified, as 
it reaches dows into the deepest degradation of 
earth, and takes hold of humanity, shakes him 
from his filth, and baptizes him with an inflaence 
that assimilates him to divinity. / 

Again, only a week ago yesterday morning in 
the city of New York, I went up to look at the 
great mammoth that has crossed the ocean. There 
I saw arrangements made for the very purpose 
of destroying men; and one man pays five hun- 
dred dollars a week for the privilege of ruining 
forever his fellow men. I thought to myself 
then, how hard it was to get with begging, thirty 
dollars a week, not five hundred, to keep up a 
prayer-meeting. 

QO! my brethren, men and women of God, are 
we awake? What we desire is to enlist the 
prayers, the feelings, the sympathies, the efforts 
of the friends of God in behalf of humanity, in 
behalf of our young men. Why, my dear breth- 
ren, never were such multitudes going to ruin! 
You see the evidence of the sad fact every day. 
You hear these requests coming up on almost 
every breeze, day after day, from hearts early 
broken, because of the sins of loved ones. It is 
not my purpose to find fault with any. I don’t 
wish to; I will not. If I did not love my fellow- 
maen, and desire their best, their eternal inte- 
rests, I would not ask the privilege of speaking 
to you beyond the ordinary time allotted. It may 
be presumption in me, but it is the presumption 
of love, of divine philanthropy in my heart. It 
is my soul’s desire to see us all more earnest and 
active in the great work of saving our fellows. 

And, my brethren, after thirty years’ experience 


near by, absolutely turned pale under the influ- 
ence of such horrid utterances. ! 

Ministers, ministers of the ded Jesus, in 
his name will you not throw your mighty influ- 
ence, your ted intellects, your gushing 
hearte, into the works of resisting these floods of 
iniquity that threaten to overwhelm us? Will 
not every minister of God, and every member of 
the church of Jesus Christ do this? 0, let us 
move on, rise in majesty, rise in strength, rise in 
holiness, and rise in consistency—and we shall 
see the pleasure of the Lord prospering in our 
community, our young men saved, and tempe- 
rance, morality and religion, settling down in 
peace and blessedness upon our goodly heritage! 

I have now unburdened my heart before you 
all. Iwant you to share the burden with me. 
It is too much for one man, yes, for ten thousand 
men to bear alone! I plead with you in the name 
of mothers; I plead with you in the name of 
wives, of weeping, crushed and mangled women ; 
I plead with you in the name of gray-headed 
fathers, on the staff of very age, bending over 
the grave, share the burden with me, and in the 
strength of God, rise and come up to his help 
against the mighty. 

Beloved men and women, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; 
in the name of mothers—and oh, that we could 
heap up before you now a pyramid of their hearts, 
that you might see how they beat and swell, 
and quiver in the very breezes of ruin that sur- 
round them by reason of their profligate children! 
In the name of the hungry, starving; in the 
name of little babes, suffering, dying, 0, let us 
pray, let us live, let us preach, let us labor, et 
us be consistent, let us throw up a standard, and 
roll back these tides of death, until we shall see 
nothing but the freshness of (iod’s blessing from 
the rising to the setting sun! 

At the conclusion of Mr. Chambers’s stirring 
address, eminently practical remarks were made 
also by the Rev. Messrs. Brainerd and Smith, 
deploring the evils of society around them, and 
calling elcquently on Christians, to arouse in the 
name of God and of humanity to effort, for the 
souls of their dying fellow-men. 











CLIPPINGS 
From Missionary Correspondence. 


Itiio1s.—“ Cast thy bread on the waters and 
thou shalt find it after many days.” The truth of 
this has been beautifully illustrated recently in 
the following manner: A young man came to me 
for some cards, which I gave him. I also gave 
him a roll of “Banners,” “Gazettes,” and “ Times.” 
They were so poor that none of them could take 
the “Sunday-School Times,” now. Butlook at the 
results already attained. Yesterday I receiveda 
letter from the superintendent of that school say- 
ing, “ These copies of the Sunday-School Times you 
gave us are doing a great amount of good. In 
one of them was an article on ‘Sunday-School 
Prayer-Meetings.’ One little girl read that arti- 
cle and came to me and begged me to have a Sun- 
day-school prayer-meeting. She gives me no 
peace. Others are becoming interested in it.” O 
that this influence thus begun might go on, until 
our dear children are all converted to the Lord. 
The value of that “Sunday-School Times” cannot 
be estimated; not only every superintendent and 
teacher ought to have it, but every family in our 
country ought to have it. We are so poor here 
that we cannot get it now, but if Ged gives us a 
harvest we are going to have it.” 

Wisconsin.—In many of the districts there have 
been interesting revivals of religion. Many have 
come out on the Lord’s side, and among them 
have been children who have found the Saviour; 
and I know that the Sunday-school has been the 
means, under God’s blessing, of bringing about 
this interesting state of things. 

I want to tell you about one in which®I was 
much interested. It was conducted through the 
winter by a good lady in her own room: she told 
me that the men were too lazy, er something else, 
to warm the school-house. Oh, she said, I feel 
that time is precious, that the souls of these dear 
children are precious, and God says that we are 
to do with our might what our hands find to do. 
I asked the children, she said, if they would come 
if I would have the Sunday-school in my room. 
They said yes, and they did come, and I have 
been much interested in them. She said I have 
been superintendent and teacher and all. She 
showed me her library, which consisted only of a 
few soiled tracts. She was so glad I had come, 
and had some books with me. She would go 
through the district and see if they would not give 
something towards getting alibrary. I visited the 
families myself, and appointed a meeting, which 
was well attended, and we had a good time. 
Seven dollars were collected, and I thought adona- 
tion would do good, and I yave them five dollars, 
making twelve dollars worth of books, and I tell 
you, dear friends, they were glad, and that good 
lady rejoiced to see the people take so much in- 
terest in the work. They were to have the San- 
day-school in the school-house on the next Sab- 
bath, and when I go that way again I expect to 
find a large and prosperous school. 

Towa.—In one settlement where a few weeks 
since preaching had been disturbed and broken 
up by a band of rowdies, who surrounded the 
school-house with cow-bells and old broken pots 
and kettles, and every few minutes set up a hide- 
ous yelling and rattling of these unmusical instru- 
ments, a revival of religion is now in progress, and 
some of the very persons who were engaged in 
breaking up these meetings are now among the 
first to tell the power of God’s grace. One old 
grey-headed man, who had been a sort of captain 
over the rest, has become ashamed of his wicked- 
ness, and now almost daily is found exhorting 
those who had followed him to the rum-seller’s 
counter, to the card-table, and the dance, now to 
foilow him to the house of God, to the table of 
Christ’s dying love, and to the place where Chris- 
tians gladden each other by singing the songs of 
Zion and telling the wonders of a Saviour’s love. 
To those who learned to curse and lie from his 
bad example, and were his boon companions in 
sin, with every sign of true repentance, he says: 
“Now for years you have believed me when I 
lied for you; you felt safe when I backed you in 
your villainy; but how is it now? When I tell 
you the truth and lienot; when I speak the words 
of soberness with clean lips, without cursing; 
when I ask you to come and together seek for 
pardon and mercy at the feet of Jesus, you say 
that I am a madman and a fool ; but I know, and 
God knows, you alone are ignorant of the peace 
there is in believing that Jesus Christ has power 
on earth to forgive sins,” 





Need I tell you how these things cheer and en- 


courage us in our work? God is raising up many 
friends to the Sunday-school and the church. In 
some of the strongest holds of sin, the powers of 
darkness have been shaken; and in many places 
the gospel is now for the first time preached with 
power and effect. 


For the Sunday-School Times. 
ANNIVERSARY 
Of the Sunday-Schools of St. Paul's (Episco- 
pal) Church, Mount Vernon, Ohio. 


ire Fourth Anniversary of this Sunday-+chool was 
held on Sunday, June 17. 

The occasion was one of great interest to the rector, 
congregation and schools. The exercises occupied three 
hours, without any manifestation of weariness either 
by adults or children. 

The exercises having begun with the usual devotional 
services, led by Dr. Muenscher, the former rector, the 
children shouted their hearty praises to God in hymns 
appropziate to the occasion. 

After singing, the rector, the Rev. Mr. Bonté, received 
the offerings at the chancel. Each class is a missionary 
society, and their offerings are for missionary purposes, 
With the offerings came also mottoes and emblems, 

After the offerings were received, the Rev. Mr. Hoff- 
man, returned missionary from Africa, addressed the 
children. He gave them an interesting account of a 
Sunday-school anniversary on the coast of Western 
Africa, where five hundred child were gathered 
together. These African children on that occasion sung 
many of the same hymns that were sung at our present 
anniversary. The children seemed to feel the force of the 
fact. 

After the Rev. Mr. Hoffman had spoken, Prof. Whar- 
ton, of Kenyon College, addressed the school. Then fol- 
lowed the usual presenta of anniversary books by the 
superintendent, Hon. C. Delano. The offerings ted 





‘The Rey. Luther Townsend 

way Bt ete pastorate of the Congregatiounl 
—The Rev. Dr. of Wi Dis- 

set Ganmbinan tele the et Mt 
churches in Harford county, Maryland. His health con- 
yar eH Rev. William Waith, Sr of the 

AITE.—' a. 

church of Ripley, No, died on the 


4th of June, 

‘WARNER.— Rev. A, J. Warner has the 
Rectorship of the church at and a call to 
8t. Peter’s chy de Tour, Milinois. 

Ww has voted to call 


Shawmut c! 
the Rev. E. B. Webb, of Augusta, Me., to become its 
WILLIAMSON.—The Rev. John G. Williamson has ac- 
FO 9. tom, dhe chard to Cenpéeny tod, Poe 


Wirmer.—The Rev. J. Witmer, late of Somerset, has 

Sana of Lng y church at Worthington, 
count 

Woopastpon. ‘The Rev. Dr. Woodbridge his 


county, Pa. 





Tue First Baptist church in Trenton, N.&., the Rey.0.T. 
Walker, pastor, have about completed their new house. 
It is one of the largest in the State, 104 feet 62 feet 
wide, with an octagon front,and 146 pews, which will 
hold five or six persons; galleries will hold three hun- 
dred and fifty. The house is surmounted by a 
and beautiful white spire 181 feet high. It is to be 
dedicated shortly. 

Tue new Baptist meeting-house in South Providence, 
R. L, was recently dedicated in the presence of a large 
congregation. This new house of worship is located on 
the corner of Potter’s avenue and Plane street. It is a 
handsome structure of wood, fifty feet in length by forty 
- in width, —_ oucmousees iv. a a ine 

T is resorted that nity iscopal church, ~o 
Il., of which the Rev. James’ Pret, recently of Phila 
delphia, is rector, are about to erect a new c 
fice, and that they have secured as the site a handsome 
lot on Wabash avenue, known as “ the cathedral lot.” 

Tar new Congregational church in Kirtland, Ohio, 





to one hundred and thirty dollars, which was appro- 
priated to the Hoffman Station, Western Africa. 

The number of teachers is 20, of scholars 260. 
infant class numbers 88, 


Ministers and Churches. 


Appams.—The Rev. e E. Addams, was ordained 
on the 3d of June, and installed as pastor of the Sulphur 
Spring German Reformed charge in Cumberland county, 
Pennsylvania. 

Anprrson.—The Rev. P. Anderson, pastor of the First 
Norwegian Lutheran church of Chicago, Lil, last week, 
returned with his family to Norway, much broken down 
in health. His congregation have elected the Rev. Mr. 
Abrahamson, of the Illinois State University at Spring- 
field, as his successor. 

Bacon.—The Rev. Leonard W. Bacon, son of the Rev. 
Dr. Bacon, of New Haven, has been dismissed from the 
pastorate jn Litchfield, Ct. 

BaLpwin.—The Rev. E. C. Baldwin, a licentiate of 
Union Theological Seminary, has accepted a call from 
the Congregational church and society of Bethel, Conn. 

Bevisr.—The Rev. John H. Bevier, was installed pas- 
tor of the Reformed Dutch church of Rensselaer, in the 
town of Watervliet, May 23d, by the Classis of Sara’ 

Bringman.—Henry M. Bridgman, son of Spencer Bridg- 
man, of Westhampton, was recently ordained as a mis- 
sionary in that town, and is going to the Zulu mission, 
South Africa. * 

Baown.—The Rev. E. D. Brown has resigned the Epis- 
copal parish of Greensville Ohio, and removed to Flint 
Genesee county, Michigan. 

Brown.—The Rev. Frederick T. Brown, of the West- 
minster church in Cleveland, Ohio, has tendered his re- 
signation. 

BuLLen.—Mr. George Bullen, was ordained a pastor of 
the Baptist church, Bloomfield, Maine. 

Busunei.—The Kev. Dr. Bushnell has returned to 
Hartford after a year’s residence in Minnesota, much im- 
proved in health. 

CasWELL.—Among the passengers of the Arabia, which 
left recently for Liverpool, was Rev. Alexis Caswell, 
D. D., professor in Brown University. Providence. 

Curever —The Rev. Dr. Cheever is going to Eurepe, a 
= ofsix months having been granted him by his 
people. 

CaiLv.—The Rev. Mr. Child, of Springfield, Mass., has 
= to San Francisco, Cal., to supply the pulpit of 

race Epi al 


— church, for a year. 

Cons.—Elisha G. Cobb, a recent graduate of the Union 
Seminary, was ordained and installed over the Second 
Presbyterian church of Peekskill, N. Y.,on the 20th of 
June, by the Presbytery of North River. ’ 

CRUICKSHANKS.—The Rev. James Cruickshanks was in- 
stalled pastor of the Second Presbyterian church in 
Newburyport, Mass., on Wednesday, the 6th of June. 

CusaMay.—The Rev. John P. Cushman was ordained 
[owed of the Presbyterian church in Sand Lake, on 

‘uesday, May 29th, the venerable Dr. Nott delivering 
an eloquent charge to the itor. 

Dickerson.—The Rev. Henry L. Dickerson was in- 
stalled over the Presbyterian church at Danville, Ind., 
on the first Sabbath of May. 

Dorsgy.—The Rev. E. Sichey, of Martinsburg, Va., 
has accepted a call from the English Lutheran church, 
at Columbia, Lancaster county, Pa. 

Earty.—The Rev. J. W. Early, of the Theological 
Seminary in Gettysburg, desires to be addressed in Ger- 
manto 


wn, 

Eppy.—We are informed, says the Portsmouth Jour- 
nal, that the Rev. E. B. Eddy, has accepted a call to be- 
come pastor of the Middle street Baptist church, Ports- 
mouth, N. H., and will commence his duties on the first 
Sabbath of July. 

Evtueian.—The Rev. 8. Eutugian, a native Armenian 
preacher, started on the 4th of May on a visit of observa- 
tion to the principal countries of Christendom, commenc- 
ing with Europe. He is expected to reach this country 
during the season. 

Fisk.—The Plymouth church of St. Paul, Min., con- 
vened a council June 6, 1860, to assist them in ordaining 
as their pastor Mr. A. 8. Fisk. 

Forsyta.—The Second Presbyterian church of Prince- 
ton, N. J., has extended a call to the Rev. Dr. John For- 
syth, of Newburgh, N. Y., formerly professor in the 
college. 

Foster.—The Rev. A. B. Foster, late of Hanson, has 
engaged to supply the Congregational church in West- 
minster, Vt. 

Gates.—The Rev. 0. W. Gates has resigned the pasto- 
rate of the Baptist church, Greenville, Ct., his resignation 
to take effect July 1st. 

Gopprn.—The Rev. L.Godden has removed from Co- 
Iumbus, Ind., to Cincinnati, and taken charge of the In- 
dustrial School. 

Gupprn.—Mr. K. B. Glidden, of the last class in Ban- 
gor Seminary, was ordained to the ministry in the Con- 
+ ame church on the 19th of June, at Westmoreland, 


The 








HeckMan.—The Rev. George C. Heckman, of Po 5 
has accepted the call to the pastoral charge of the Pres- 
byterian church of Janesville, Wisconsin. 

Hickox.—Mr. D. L. Hickok, a licentiate of Plymouth 
Rock Association, was ordained and installed pastor of 
the Congregational church in Bloomfield, Ohio, on Wed- 
nesday, the 30th of May, by an ecclesiastical council. 

Hupparp.—The Rev. J. Hubbard, Jr., of the Third 
Baptist church, Lowell, has resigned his pastoral charge, 
to take effect at the close of June. 

Jewetr.—The Rev. M. A. Jewett, D. D., was, at his own 
request, dismissed from the pastoral care of the Congre- 
gational church in Terre Haute, Ind., June 6th. He had 
labored with his people more than twenty-five years. 

K.inG.—The pastoral relation between the Rev. Rufus 
King and the Presbyterian church of Jamestown, N. Y., 
was dissolved on the 20th of June. 

Kuint.—The Rev. A. L. Kline, of Tuscumbia, has ac- 
cepted a call from the First Presbyterian church, Colum- 
bia, Tenn. 

Laint.—The Rev. Lewis F. Laine has resigned his 
charge of the Presbyterian church of Portland, N. Y. 

Lir1Le.—The Rev. James Little has taken charge of the 
Presbyterian church in Jacksonville, Florida. 

MaGer.—The Rev. David Magee (sonof Dr. Magee of 
Elizabeth) has accepted a call to the First Presbyterian 
church of Mendham, N. J. 

McCartuy.—The Rey. William C. McCarthy was re- 
cently ordained pastor of the Baptist church, Waverly. 
New York. 

M’Matu.—The Rev. Robert M’Math, late of Dresden, 
Yates county, has accepted a call to the Presbyterian 
church of Webster, Monroe county, N. Y. 

MeRceR.—The Rev. Dr. Mercer has accepted the call 
to become assistant minister of Trinity Episcopal church, 
Boston. 

Mites.—Mr. Edward C. Miles was ordained as pastor 
of the Congregational church in Stratham, N. H., on 
Thursday, the 28th of June. 

Nortaror.—The Rev. Mr. Northrop, the young Ameri- 
can preacher invited by Mr. Spurgeon to fill his pulpit 
during his absence on the continent, is a graduate of Am- 
herst College, of the class of 1857. 

PowsrRrs.—The Rev. Henry Powers has been engaged to 
act as stated supply of the Congregational church in West 
Springfield, Mass. 

RICHARDSON.—The Rev. Stephen Richardson was or 
dained at Manchester, Maine, June 2st, as pastor of 
the Baptist church in that place. 

RichaRpson.—The Rev. Stephen Richardson has been 
ordained over the Baptist church at Manchester, Me. 

Roy.—The Rey. J. E. Roy, has been dismissed from the 
pastoral charge of the Plymouth Congregational church, 
Chicago, to accept the appointment of Secretary of the 
} ey 5) Agency of the American Missionary Associ- 
ation. 

Suive.—The Rev. R. W. Shive, of Moulton, Ala., has 
accepted a call to the Presbyterian churches of Houston 
and Friendship, Miss. 

Spa.pine.—The Rev. V. Spalding has resigned the rec- 
torship of Trinity church, Aurora, Illinois, 

Spautpive.—The Rev. George Spaulding has resigned 
his pastoral charge of the Presbyterian church at Canis- 
teo, N. Y., and taken charge of the Presbyterian church 
at Tyrone, Schuyler county, N. ¥ ia post-office is 
Weston, Schuyler county, N. Y. 

Sreenstna.—The Rev. P. H. Steenstra, formerly of St. 
Louis, has entered upon his labors as pastor of the 
Baptist church, in North Dorchester, Mass. 
STROBELL.—The Rey. P. A. Strobell, late of Lockport, 
N. ¥., has accepted a call to the Lutheran church at 
Spruce Run, N. J., and desires h fter tobe add d 
at Clarksville, Hunterdon county. 

Swirt.—The Rev. William Swift, of Reedsburg, Wis., 
has received a call to the Second Presbyterian church, 
(N. 8.) in Piqua, 0. 

Tesnets.—The Rev. Mr. Tebbets has resigned his office 
a8 minister of the First church and parish of Medford, 
*lass., on account of continued feeble health. 

Taompson.—The Rev. Dr. Thompson, of Cincinnati, 
g0es for an absence of three months to Europe, hoping 
ee Voyage may be beneficial to Mrs. Thompson’s 

a a. 

THOMPsoN.—Hiram Thompson has been ordained as 
pastor of the Baptist church in North Spencer, Mass, 


THORBURN.—The Rey. Alexander McA. Thorburn, son 
of William Thorburn, Esq., of Albany, has accepted a 
call as pastor of the Presbyterian church at Malta, Sara- 
toga county, New York. 

THORNTON.—The Rev. F 
creasing infirmities, 
and Plum creek Pr 





rancis Thornton, owing to in- 
has resigned the charge of Cane Run 





esbyterian churches, P. of 
Teabrcnae y » ch ee, Presbytery of 


was i May 24th. The new building is said to 
be the finest church edifice in the county. It is situ- 
ated on the highlands, in the midst of an intelligent and 
thriving farming community of the New England stamp. 

A New and handsome church edifice is nearly com- 
pleted in Topeka, Kansas, They hope to occupy it by 
the end of the present month, or early in August. 

E new meeting-honse of the First Congregational 
church in Poughkeepsie, was dedicated June 5, with a 
sermon from Rev. Dr. Thompson, of New York. 

Tue Second Baptist church, Rochester, N. Y., Rev. G. 
D. Boardman, pastor, have decided to build a new church 
edifice. The cost is to be about $22,000. 

THE edifice of St. Paul’s Episcopal church in Alton, 
Til, was materially injured by the dreadful tornado on 
Sunday night, the 3d of June. 

Curist church, Waukegan, Illinois, is now undergoing 
extensive repairs and alterations. A recess chancel is to 
be added, and a tower. 

Tax Second Presbyterian church of Pittsburgh, Pa., 
was dedicated on the 24th of June. The church edifice 
cost $28,000. 





PARTICULAR NOTIOE. 


The insertion of advertisements in the columns 
of this paper of books other than those bearing 
the Society's imprint, does not involve any recom- 
mendation by the American Sunpay-Scuoon 
Union of what is so advertised ; nor any respon- 
sibility for the sentiments which may be inculcated 


therein 











AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 


18 A-UNION OF INDIVIDUALS, 
Not of Churches or Denominations; 


IT HAS TWO GRAND OBJECTS: 


1st.—To plant a Sunday-school wherever there is a desti- 
tute population. 
a and circulate moral and religious publi- 


jons. 

The Missi Department and the Book Department 
j vAoemeoyy A nct, both in their operations and in their 
finances. accounts are kept separate, and the moneys 


are separate. ¢- 

The Publication Department sustains itself on business 
principles, and in addition is enabled irom its mall 
to pay the salaries of the Secretaries of the Mi 


ent. 

e Society does not make sufficient 
lications to create a revenue for its 
Contributions for this work are earnestly solicited. They 
may be sent to the 

Treasurer of the Seeeviewn fuaten ashen Union, 





it on its pub- 
work. 


Chestnut 
Or they may be left at either of the Depositories. 
All contributions go directly to the su of Mis- 


sionaries on the field, and to the supply of destitute 
with needful books, NOT ONE DOLLAR CONTRIBUTED TO THE 

, 18 EVER APPROPRIATED TO THE PUBLICATION OF 
BOOKS OR PERIODICALS. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL BOOKS. 
ROBERT 8. DAVIS, 
BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER, 

NO. 93 WOOD STREET, 


Pittsburg, Pa., 
Keeps constantly on hand the Publications of 
THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 
MASSACHUSETTS SUNDAY-SCHOOL SOCIETY. 
PRESBYTERIAN PUBLICATION COMMITTEE. 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCI . iN. 
ROBERT CARTER & BROTHERS. 
HENRY HOYT, A. D. F. RANDOLPH, AND OTHER 
LEADING HOUSES. 
Particular attention given to the selection of Sabbath- 
School Books. Orders by mail will receive prompt atten- 
tion. ylett 








ESTERN SUNDAY-SCHOOLS.—THE 
attention of Pasters and Superintendents is in- 
vited to the extensive stock of Books for sale at the 
SABBATH-SCHOOL DEPOSITORY, 
91 RANDOLPH §T., CHICAGO, 
Embracing the publications of— 
AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
MASS. SABBATH-SCHOOL SOCIETY, 
BAPTIST PUBLICATION SOCIETY, 
REFORM TRACT AND BOOK SOCIETY, 
EVANGELICAL KNOWLEDGE SOCIETY, 
PRESBYTERIAN PUB. COMMITTEE. 
CARTER & BROS., THOS. NELSON & 80N, RAN- 
DOLPH, HOYT, - " wltenes 
Catalogues furnis! free on a ion to 
WILLIAM TOMLINSON, 
91 Randolph Street, Chicago. 





R. HUNTINGTON'S ADDRESS, DELI- 
vered before the State Convention of Sabbath- 
School Teachers in Worcester, 


JUST PUBLISHED. 

The Essay of Dr. Huntington, taken as a whole, is one 
of the mostremarkable, as it is one of the most timely 
documents ever read before a like gathering of Christian 
men and women. It is a production worthy alike of the 
occasion and the man, and should be carefully studied by 
every parentand Sunday-school Teacher in the land. The 
elaborate and thorough manner in which the question of 
child education in its broadest sense is discussed, and the 
awakening interest with which the subject is everywhere 
invested to intelligent and thinking minds, demands a 
wider diffusion of this Address than is ordinarily secured 
through the regular channels of trade. 1, therefore, offer 
special inducements to Superintendents to introduce it to 
all the Teachers in their school. 


The price of the work will be 25 cts. 
When 25 copies are sent to one address, . 20 
A: £0 or over, fuy ° ‘ 15 


In all cases a copy extra for the superintendent, and 
one for the pastor of the church. 
HENRY HOYT, Publisher, 





jy12-2t No. 9 Cornhill, Boston. 
JUST PUBLISHED, 
BY THE 
AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
THE 
PENNY QUESTION BOOK, 
FOR VERY 
LITTLE CHILDREN, 
TO HELP 
PARENTS AND TEACHERS OF INFANTS. 
16 PP., 32m0. 


This little manual is designed to embrace all the items 
of the Apostle’s creed, in language as simple and as nearly 
scriptural as possible. 

It has secured the unqualified approbation of some 
of the most judicious parents and teachers. 

ay One undred copies can be sent by mail for $1 20 
remit 





REMOVAL. 
NEW YORK 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL DEPOSITORY. 


The New York Depository of the American Sunday- 
School Union has been Removep from No. 875 Broad- 
way, to 
No. 599 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 
OPPOSITE THE METROPOLITAN HOTEL, 





A full t of Smnday-school Books always on 
hand, at the lowest prices. @. 8. SCOFIELD, 
599 Broadway, N. Y. 








AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
Published, Saturday, July 14th, 
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Saturday, July 7th, 


graved 


are 
Carter’s orchard, 
Saturday, June 30th. 
MAR THR. iOMES. 18: AJ 
page—12 cents. 


A pleasant and instructive setting forth to the 
com a hension of quite panned => be, several important 
truths of religion. 
Saturday, June 23d. 
R THE WEARY; Or, the Story of 
rN ee * Yin dam, wilh, mmeeres Mee 
tions. 35 cents. 


Asan oo came s of — fail 
advan a t continuance in 
volume Sill be found eminently useful. 

Saturday, June 16th. 


LITTLE ERNEST ; Or, the Land Beyend the 
River. 18mo. cloth, with frontispi and engr 
ti Price 


and of the 
doing, this 





cents, 

Quite a successful attempt to divest — pod 
children of wrong Copy respecting 

unseen world te which it introduces us. 

Saturday, June 9th. 

THE PILGRIM'S PROGRESS, from 
world to that which is to come. Delivered under the 
similitude of a Dream. By John Bunyan. 358 pages, 
12mo. cloth, with thirteen full page illustrations. Price 

75 cts. 


The text of this edition of Bunyan is copied from the 
(London) Religious Tract Society’s edition, of which it is 


said that “ ns were taken in collating it with 
air cosialte to render it a correct reprint of the 
original work.” 


Saturday, June 2nd. 

CURIOUS EYES. 18mo. cloth, with original 
frontispiece and eng Tease Tree aoe 
An entertai; story to set forth the importance of 

not allewing the fase of the eyes” to mislead us. 

Saturday, May 26th, 


PALISSY, THE HUGUENOT POTTER. A True 
Tale. 16mo, cloth, illustrated, Price 60 ots. 


“This tale of the olden time in France is 





fall of thrill- 


ing interest, and that of fiction but of fact. The sub- 
ject of it was a hero of the Reformation, known as a curi- 
ous artist rare genius, but whose name is 
written far above mere earthly fame. 


There is a charm about t French Christian heroes 
which seems peculiar to themselves.” 


Saturday, May 19th. 
MIRIAM’S REWARD, 36pp. 18moe. Cloth, 
with AK feplecs and “engraved titlopage. 
Price 12 cts. 
A very impressive story to illustrate the wisdom of 
“ keeping a conscience void of offence.” 
Saturday, May 12th. 


THE WORD OF LIFE. By W. B. Mackenzie. 
16mo. cloth. Price 40 cts. 

We can confidently commend this volume to all classes 
of readers who desire to know their duty, to be 
rected and quickened in the discharge of 
brings to view important principles, which are 
and enforced with great earnestness and fidelity. 
only its are oe excellence to secure for it the 
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lished by the American Union. The 
is W. B. Mackenzie of ee Park, Isl! 

the truths he presents are equally important 
on both sides of the Atlantic. The successive 
> work consider a the mie of i held eras 
sel parénts, to le c ren, held forth 

held Sewanee th 
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wealth, to caution sinners, to 
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wor! 
appeal, and a vigorous style.” 
Saturday, May 5th. 

FAITHFUL RUTH. A Story of Bethlehem. 1mo 

Cloth—beautifully illustrated. Price 25 cts. 
Saturday, April 28th. 

MADDIE AND LOLLY. 18mo., Cloth, with 
ainel fr ispi and eng ed title-page. Price 
12 cents. 

This is a sequel to the story of Little Alice’s Palace, and 
answers questions that have puezled many 
and a in « way that a very little 

Saturday, April 21st, 

GLEANINGS FROM GOSPEL STORY; on, 
New Testament narratives ex, and 
With a Preface by Rev. W. B. je, M. A. 18mo. 
cloth, illustrated. Price 30 cts. 





Twelve leading incidents of the evangelical narrati 
are here presented in relief, and the object of the author 








taste alread, eee in this matter, and that correo 
tives, if m longer delayed, will come too late. These 
“ Gleanings” i a very volame for 


Saturday, April 14th. 





young or old. 


LITTLE ALLICE’S PALACE; OR, THE SUN- 
NY HEART. 18mo, cloth, with an original frontis- 
piece and engraved title. Price 12 cents. 


A very ingenious and entertaining narrative to show 
how we can get sunshine into our hearts and houses. 


Saturday, April 7th. 

THE LAST SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON RE- 
MEMBERED; OR, THE STORY OF HARKIET RUB- 
SELL. 18mo. cloth, price 35 cents. 

If we could insure the reading of this interesting nar- 
rative by fifty thousand of the girls between ten and 
fifteen years of age, who are at this time in attendance 
on pee Saas in the United States, we should feel 
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ST. LOUIS 


RELIGIOUS BOOK STORE, 


‘THE SUBSCRIBER HAS TAKEN CHARGE OF THE DEPOSITORIRG OF 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
AND 





HYMNS AND MUSIC FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS 
AND PRAYER-MBETINGS, 
Published by :, ‘ 
THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 


M 
on the ofeach, pag, with nea e The 
cosas In - mAs 
Fa ae 07 308, 
NEW UNION HYMNS; | or | for Babbath- 
&c. hymns, new Pec Meco Anhivereriag 
above. 10 cents. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL HYMNS. A new selection of nearly 
Aiea for Sunday-school use, 


sts rayne mi for Infant-schools, 82 
aioe Uiiaehie ius of Sabbath 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL HYMN BOOK, paper, per 
FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS AND 
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This little book issued in the spring 
wn bin wan toeanl wa aH Sy Bo. 
great has been the demand for it, anew 
Scr iesttgReetnat Sal binineree a 
p em A very . in the is the 
to each hymn, of a tune for it, which 
be in the Tune-Book above referred to. 
See Ser te case t orvct eatanse so bee Wie teed 
err. 
Price of old edition, in ites ty icc 
0 “ 
Price of the china ae aa . 
new 
18mo, large type, - - = © * 


used in Christian song past, side. 

by wide withthe mare me Wut tel Rallowede re 
melodies, with which and the 

Bunday-school now resound. No 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 


1122 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 


GEOGRAPHY AND MAPS, 


Published by 
THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 


BIBLICAL GEOGRAPHY; or Illustrated Sketches of 
the Countries and Places mentioned in Bible le 
With a map, By J. F. Kennedy, 382 pp. 18mo, each 
cents. 


MAP OF PALESTINE. Anew and engra 








as rity of many @ bh hold in 
the coming generation (if not in the present) would be 
tly promoted. The principles that should govern us 
the affairs of life are not affected differences in 
epirentd, selstinan, ~~ spirit of —_ — mr 
and gentleness which are so commen a 
cardee are not less desirable in her employer’s daughter, 
The above are beautifully and y 
They may be obtal Ans the Depostaorten tthe. 
ey ma; obtained at the 0! 
z 8, and from booksellers A Ril eske 


To those not living within reach of a bookseller, any 
book on the Catalogue will be sent by mail, postage pre- 
— on receipt of the published price. 

pply to 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
No. 1122 Cuzstnut StReer, PHILADELPHIA, 
NEW YORK DEPOSITORY, 

No. 509 Broapwary, 

BOSTON, 141 WasHineton Srexer. 





JUST PUBLISHED 


THE AMERICAN 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL HYMN BOOK. 


A NEW AND CHOICE COLLECTION 


or 


HYMNS, 

DESIGNED FOR 
SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, 
AND 
PREPARED BY A COMMITTEB 
or 
Pastors and Superintendents. 

In 
New York. 

Paice $10.00 per Hundred. 

The American Sunday-School Union, 


1122 CuestNuT Street, PRILADELPHIA. 
599 Broadway, New Youk. 
141 Washington Street, Boston. 





BE. S. GERMAN. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKSTORE, 
TRACT, SUNDAY-SCHOOL and BIBLE DEPOSITORY 
Szconp anove CuxrstNut St. Harnispore, Pa 

Subscriptions taken for the “Sunday School Times,” 





and other Bunday-schoo!l papers. 
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map of Palestine, three feet by two, with fae mes 
oy ted on rollers, and colored and varnished, each 
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MAP OF PALESTINE. This is drawn upon muslin or 
cotton cloth five feet in length, The lines are bold 


and 
trong, to be distinctl whole or 
Bibescae, py ane view. by cheer. J.P. ts 








and Bethany ; a brief sketch of the 
rincipal events jated with them in the Sacred 
Scriptures, and of their modern app and situation, 
each 60 cents. 


MAP OF PAUL’S TRAVELS. Drawn on muslin, sever. 
feet by four and a half. The lines are bold and strong, to. 
Ea by a whole school or Bible-class at one view, 

50. 


f 


American. 
Sunday-School Union, from vels and Re- 
searches, by the Rev. 4; P. Dur! 


D.D. On cloth, 5 feet 
by 4, each 


THE ANCIENT WORLD. A new ¢e; 
Sacred 
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BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE HO) 


A VIEW OF THE HOLY LAND as it would appear 
to the eye of a sailing over it like a bird in 
air. The soa the lakes, the Jordan, the 

or vet op ey gh | 

are seen in their position. It aids 

tion of the distance and bearings of the most noted 


tioned in the Bible, and gives a vivid 
Bo whehe thee of the qanres” Des tabs 


The American Sunday: 
1122 CHESTNUT STREET, 


SMALL LIBRARIES FOR LITTLE FOLKS. 
Published by 
The American Sunday-School Union. 
INFANT LIBRARY. Nos. 1, 2, 3,4, and 8, In pack- 
books each. Price 6 cents, 
“SINFANT LIBAARY. Nos. 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, and 12. In 
of 12 books each. Price 12 cents. 
NE INFANT. SORIETURR | LIBEARY, Nos. Land 
2. lotoRn STORIES FOR Sore. te @ package con- 
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1 Union, 





taining 10 different books. Price 5 cents. 
PI STORIES FOR &@ package con- 
tai 10 different books. Price 
OUTH’S LIBRARY. Nos. 1 and 2. Each 
xy ~y- 12 different poe, 18mo. size, paper 
ere @ ong arings, cents. ; a 
a in xen Price 5 cents. — , 7 
. Containing different 
stor parts land 2 Fanny and her ee 
Little Stories for Boys and Stories fer Girls. 


ts. For sale b; 
7 THE AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOGL UNION, 





No. 1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 
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one day 
without Jesus. To go forward another day’s 


nr without him could not think of. 
oo now they must 





the night without 
Was not that a sleepless night to the 
mother of Jesus? What mother would have 
slept under the | cee apart ll - one 4-204 
_ th propane e ves aving lost 
of him. At another time they are ready 
to reflect on their son for having treated them 
80. Why did he not come with our kinsfolk 
| ntances ? 


5 Sys pom and pa oversee 
their —not, however, 
if pony friends, but to Jerusalem, 


ne for Jesus. 
jo, ae thay retrace their steps, they ae carefal 
to every company they meet. Occa- 


As 
sionally, as they meet an acquaintance, th 
"« Saw ye pamdeny od my soul Toveth 
ts 


fears now 
ves upon the minds of the 
ts. For their neglect to keep 
) with them, they had to travel the road 
tice over which they might have trod but 
once. Then they knew not how long they 
might have to seek for him in the city before 
bac Asana find him. However, a retrograde 
journey brings them back to the city. 
Another ~~ 4 and night are passed without 
Mhedontory for him hers Siceaue 
. i m per! among their 
' tances inthe city. And where else, 
going to the temple, we do not know. 
it thus they found him. “And when they 
parents) saw him they were amazed, and 
> mother said, ‘Son, why hast thou thus 
“dealt with us? thy father and I have sought 
sorrowing.’”’ 
narrative suggests a few things. 
1. Don’t begin the journey of the day with- 
out Jesus. Begin the day with his company, 
and don’t lose t of him. 
2. If you should lose him by being attracted 
something else, don’t seek him among — 
lends and kinsmen. You may be seeking 
the living among the dead. They can never 
fill his place in your mind. Besides, he may 
not be journeying with your friends. Turn 
about at once and retrace your steps. Do 
your first works over again. And don't give 
‘up the search till you find him, though it take 
syou three days or three years. 
3. When you do him, let it serve you 
“as a salutary lesson not to lose him again. 
4. For your encouragement, I would say, 
seek him and you shall find him. You shall 
‘find = when you search for him with all 


your heart. 

5. Where you will findhim. ‘The Lord is 
in his holy temple.” “And where two or 
are met together in my name, there am 
And however large 
and st the assembly by which he is sur- 
ponsinn red will attend to r case: this is 
his father’s business, and is the business 

which he is about. N. H. S. 





For the Sunday-School Times. 
A LETTER TO A YOUNG CHRISTIAN. 


HAVE for some time had a desire to 
write to you, but have not found a 
convenient season; but now that I have a 
favor to ask, I will improve the opportunity 
to give you a few thoughts suggested by the 
new relation which you stand with the 
world, with time and eternal realities. 
The longer I live, the more fully am I con- 
vinced that among Christian attainments, 
few if any deserve » higher rank than wni- 
formity—uniformity of feeling and uniformity 
of action, or in other words, unwavering 
steadiness of purpose and life. It is not only 
one of the most valuable, but one of the 
most difficult of Christian attainments. How 
rarely do we find a Christian living on from 
day to day, and from year to year, shedding 
around him the same steady and unwavering 
light. And when we have seen such a sight, 
' have we not been struck with the mighty in- 
fluence such a man exerts over all the region 
around him? It is comparatively easy to 
be a Christian for an hour, or a day, But 
to be a Christian for a month, for a year, for 
# life—this is hard. It is easy to set the 
shavings in a blaze, and they burn beauti- 
fully for a moment, but it is harder to ignite 
the Lehigh, and harder still the rock. But 
when the one is ignited, it burns through 
the day and the night also; and could the 
other be thoroughly set on fire, it would burn 
through a whole life. Such a rock, my dear 
friend, is the heart of man. Such a rock is our 
heart. Nothing but redeeming love can soften 
it—nothing but almighty power, nothing but 
the grace of Jesus Christ can thoroughly 
ignite it. The sympathies may be kindled on 
its surface, and fill us with self-complacency 
and the world with admiration; but if this is 
ell, the fire will soon go out and leave the 
soul, as it were, encrusted in tenfold dark- 


ess. 

I recollect to have spent a winter in Bos- 
ton, where my lodging-room opened to a full 
view of the harbor. When I retired to rest, 
the last thing I saw was the beacon light, 
and that also was the first object ‘nat greet- 
ed my eyes, when I awoke at the dawn of 
day. It always held the same position. Its 
light was always the same. If I was awaked 
by the warring of the winter winds, or the 
peltings of the pitiless storm, or the startling 
clamor of the fire-bells, the “light” was 
still the same—steady, clear, unchanging. 
If the night watches, as they stole silently 
away, found me awake to contemplate the 
mysterious ways of God with man, or if I 
was aroused by terrific dreams, the beacon 
light looked in upon me still the same— 
steady, clear, unchanging. 

At length I said, “what does this mean?” 
“What is it like?” It is like a Christian 
example. It is like a holy life. It is like 
the light which a consistent Christian sheds 
around him. Always the same, unobtrusive, 
steady, clear, unchanging. In of public 
or private calamity, or prosperity, his light 
is undimmed. Amidst storms of abuse, de- 
traction and obloquy, he is still the same. 
The gales of prosperity which blows out the 
light of so many Christians, do not move 
him. His light is within the tower, and though 
the ocean waves dash over it, and the tem- 
pests beat upon it, and the darkness that 
may be felt, enshroud it, it is still the same, 
clear, steady and abiding. The world tukes 
knowledge of such a man, and they say, “if 
there is any such thing as religion, that mar 
has gotit.” His light is like the light of the 
sun. As the one goes noiselessly, and with- 
out observation on his daily round, he thaws 
the frozen fountains, and bids the streams 
run on in their wonted channels, and the 
seared forests put on again their foliage, and 
the snow-clad fields their greenness; so the 





other causes mountains of opposition to flow 
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as it is, but it is e out. Too 
pply themselves with oil, though it 

cost, they remain as a sort of 
fixtures in the church. 

No, my dear friend, I would not have you 
be a stereotyped Christianity, nor a church 
fixture; but a living stone, a burning and a 
shining light—a steady, steady, steady light. 
I would have you be an example of holy 
living, every day active, and every day the 
same. Oultivate equanimity of mind. Suffer 
not yourself to soar among the stars to-day, 
and to hide in the bowels of the earth to- 
morrow. Onward, but steady, let your motto 
be. We are commanded to “occupy until he 
come.” Yes, “until he come,” not by exces- 
sive labor, not by overtasking our mental 
or physical powers, rush uncalled into his 
presence; no! but oceupy, “occupy until he 
come.” A steady, burning, shining light I 
hope you will be, and t you will so hus- 
band your energies, and so care for this 
body, not forgetting it is the “temple of the 
Holy Ghost,” as to live long upon the earth, 
and do much for your Lord and Master. 

H. R. 
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For the Sunday-Sehool Times. 


Infant Department of Sabbath-School. 


N visiting Sunday-schools the interest of 
the writer is always particularly drawn 
toward the infant ent. And her 
sphere of observation in the East, the West 
and the sunny South, confirms her first im- 
pression, that there is no one department of 
labor in the vineyard of the Lord that involves 
greater responsibility than the feeding of 
these little lambs. 

Will not those who have had experience 
avail themselves of the columns of the Times 
to communicate such information as may be 
useful to infant Sunday-school teachers? 

“Twill not offer to the Lord that which 
costs me nothing,” said a learned divine, who 
declined addressing a Sabbath-school, be- 
cause he was unprepared for that particular 
occasion. This remark was made in the 
presence of a lady who had been invited to 
unite with two friends in the charge of the 
infant department. So they agreed to spend 
one evening of each week together in the 
study of some Bible story, and prepare ques- 
tions which were to be answered individually 
in each of the three classes. Then at the 
close of the school the same questions were 
answered simultaneously, varying the exer- 
cises with singing. 

It could not be said that this preparation 
cost us nothing, and yet a larger experience 
has shown the defects of that mode of teach- 
ing. We were feeding these babes, it is true, 
with the sincere milk of the Word, but we 
were often disheartened because we failed to 
fix their attention. While the eye of the 
teacher was upon the questions, some of the 
children’s minds were with the fool’s eye at 
the ends of the earth, and others were watch- 
ing their opportunity to trifle with their com- 
panions. Another defect was the attempt to 
crowd into these little minds in so short a 
space of time the same amount of instruction 
that we should have given to a class of older 
children. “ Here a little and there a little” 
should have been our motto. And a larger 
part of our evening of preparation should 
have been spent in seeking wisdom from 
above. Then the book should not have been 
taken to Sunday-school, and not a question 
should have been asked till every eye was 
fixed upon the teacher. But we had then no 
kind friends, 


“Whose elder knowledge could instruct our youth.” 


One Sabbath the children had a sad story 
to tell their teacher. A stable had been set 
on fire by a very bad boy, and a horse had 
perished in the flames. What a kind and 
gentle horse Jennie was! Her master had 
kept her to let, with a nice carryall, and she 
had been driven by the teacher. And some 
of the children had been taken to ride by 
their parents in this same carryall with Jen- 
nie. So here was a subject in which all were 
interested. And there was no disposition to 
trifle, no little minds wandering from the sub- 
ject, for every eye was fixed upon the teacher 
while she endeavored to impart some instrue- 
tion to them in connection with the cruel 
death of poor Jennie. 

“Children,” she said, “ which do you think 
is the most sad, to have a wicked boy burned 
up, or a kind and gentle horse, like our poor 
old Jennie?” All agreed, at once, that they 
should be the most grieved for the loss of 
dear old Jennie. “Qh, think again, dear 
children,” she said. “The poor old horse 
was all burned up; nothing but the bones 
were found, and that was the end of poor old 
Jennie. She will never suffer any more pain. 
Even her bones will all at last crumble into 
dust, and she will not have a life to live in 
another world. But a wicked boy would have 
another life to live. He would keep on living 
for ever and ever, and he would always be 
wretched and miserable, because, you know, 
no one can go to heaven but those who love 
Jesus. Now, you know Jennie could rot 
think and speak and learn about God as these 
dear children can.” 

Think you this lesson on the immortality of 
the soul was ever effaced from the minds of 
those dear children? But I must net enlarge 
on this tempting theme. Luiza Lex. 


DEATH AND SLEEP. 

HE Angel of Death and the Angel of Sleep 

walked in a fraternal embrace over all 

the earth. It was evening, and they laid 

themselves down on s hill not far from the 

dwellings of men. A mournful tranquillity 

prevailed around, and the evening bell had 

ceased in the neighboring village. Still and 

silent as is their wont, sat both the beneficent 

spirits in a loving embrace, and the beauti- 
ful night drew on. 

Then the Angel of Sleep raised himself 
from his mossy couch, and scattered with 
light hand the unseen dust of slumber. The 
evening breeze wafted it to the quiet abodes 
of the weary countrymen. Sweet sleep steals 
over the inhabitants of the village cot, over 
the o'd man who leans upon his staff, and 
over the young child in the cradle. The sick 
forget their pain; the mourners, their sorrow ; 
the poor, their cares. All eyes are closed. 

But now, his employment ended, the bene- 
ficent Angel of Sleep turned towards his 
more serious brother. ‘“ When the morning 
light appears,” cried he with innocent joy, 
“men will give thanks to me as their friend 
and benefactor. OU, what joy to bestow good 
in secret and unseen! How happy are we, 
the invisible messengers of the Good Spirit! 
How beautiful are our silent duties!” 

So spake the friendly Angel of Sieep. The 
Angel of Death answered in silent sorrow 
while tears, such as the immortals weep, 
stood in his large dark eyes: “ Ah!” sighed 
he, “would that I might like thee, bear with 
me those joyful thanks! The world calls 





me its enemy, the destroyer of its happiness.” 






“0, my brother,” the Angel of 
Sleep, “ will not the fn ye oy owahe, 
, as thet? Tend bene 
weteues and MAK DE the cet 
not an _ of one 
Thus he spake, and the eyes of the Ange’. 
of Death beamed brightly, as more tenderly 
he embraced his b: spirit.—Arummacker. 


THE CHILD AND THE COUNT. 
A RICH Count of Silesia, — frequently 
b 





visited Berlin, Frankfort, and Paris, had 

ibed a bitter hatred Christianity. 
The conversation of worldly men, the reading 
of infidel books, the pleasures to which he 
was the large fortune he enjoyed, all 
had inclined his heart to skeptical principles. 
home, he abandoned himself with- 

out restraint to sensual pleasures, and openly 


at at infidelity, diffusing this. poisonous 
uence all around him. 


As he had in his gift the appointment of 
the parish pastor where his domains lay, he 
called a young minister whom he had formerly 
known at the university, and who was no 
more religious than himself. These two men 
seemed to vie with each other in infidelity. 
Being the Count’s favorite companion, the 
unworthy pastor sought only to please his 
patron. Their talk at table and elsewhere was 
often more scoffing at sacred things, so that 
the servants, frivolous as they were, could not 
avoid being shocked. 

The Count was, as you may think, highly 
pleased with his pastor. He told him often 
that his greatest delight would be to see all 
religious opinions—which he called supersti- 
tions—effaced gradually from the minds of 
his vassals; and he added, that if he could 
obtain such a result, he should think he de- 
served well of the country. The parish thus 
went on very badly, and impiety prevailed in 
all its forms. Only one man—the schoolmas- 
ter—resisted the current ; but he had no great 
learning or authority, and he was under the 
jealous watch of the pastor, who did not wish 
the children to hear evangelical truths, or, as 
he said, to be imbued with dark and gloomy 
notions. 

What human means were there to rescue 
this German Count, since the pastor himself 
encouraged him in his infidelity? But that 
which is impossible with man is possible with 
God. “A poor child, of about eight years,” 
writes the Count afterwards to one of his 
friends, “‘ was chosen by the Good Shepherd 
of our souls to be an evangelist to me, and to 
lead me from infidelity to living faith. The 
event will be for mea perpetual motive to 
adore my Redeemer.” 

The case was thus :— 

One day the Count, walking over his 
grounds, heard the sweet voice of a childin a 
garden. He approached, and saw a little girl 
who was singing, seated on the grass, her 
eyes moistened with tears. This sight excited 
his curiosity; he entered the garden, and 
seeing thut the little girl had a sweet and in- 
telligent air, he felt moved with pity, the more 
so as her mean clothing showed that she be- 
longed to a very poor family. 

“Why do you weep? are you sick, my 

child ?” asked the Count. 

“No,” she replied, “byt I weep because I 

am happy—so happy !” 

“How can you weep, if you sare happy ?” 

said the Count, surprised. 

“Because I love so much the Lord Jesus 

Christ !” 

“Why do you love him so much? He has 

been dead a long time; he can do you no 
od.” 

“No, heis not dead ; he livesin heaven.” 
,“‘And even if this were true, what benefit is 
it to you? If he could help you, he would 
give money to your mother, that she might 
buy you better clothes.” 

“I do not wish for money; but the Lord 
Jesus Christ will take me one day to himself 
in heaven.” 

“It is your grandam, or some such person, 
who makes you believe this.” 

“No, no; it is true, and it makes me glad.” 
And the child’s eyes filled again with tears. 
These simple replies, this candor, this hap- 
piness in poverty, forcibly struck the Count’s 
mind. He gave the child some money, and 
went away. 

“Two things,’ he writes inthe letter above 
cited, “occupied my thoughts on my return 
to the house, and the following days. I 
asked myself, how did such sentiments find 
their way into this child’s soul? for I knew 
that neither the pastor nor the schoolmaster 
had imparted them. Next I wondered how a 
child of eight years could be filled with such 
sincere love; for I had remarked in the girl’s 
eyes an ardent affection for the Redeemer; I 
had seen that her soul was happy. In vain I 
sought a philosophical solution of this pheno- 
menon ; it was inexplicable to me.” 

While he meditated on these things, the 
Count remembered another incident. Having 
set off on a journey from Cassel to Gotha, 
eight or nine years before, he stopped at New 
Dietendorf, a settlement of Moravian Brethren, 
and was led by curiosity, or to beguile the 
time, to one of their evening meetings. The 
pastor preached on a subject which appeared 
to him then very singular, namely, that the 
Lord honors persons who profit by a child’s 
conversation. This sermon excited the Count’s 
sneers rather than his sympathy. But the 
subject recurred now to his mind after his 
interview with the little girl. He thought 
continually on profiting by a child’s conversa- 
tion. 

On his return home he was more serious, 
and avoided talking as before on religious 
topics. The pastor, his constant guest, was 
surprised at this reserve; but the Count did 
not speak of the conversation with the little 
girl, lest he should be ridiculed. 

A week afterwards he was called by his 
business to journey on the frontiers of Austria. 
His road led him to Gnadenfrey, another set- 
tlement of Moravian Brethren. He arrived 
there at night. ‘The next morning,” says he, 
“T heard the bells ring, and was told it was 
the children’s festival. The director allowed 
me to attend the love feast, and the children’s 
singing pleased me much. I went also to the 
evening meeting. The preacher delivered a 
touching discourse en the text: ‘Have ye 
never read, Out of the mouth of babes and 
sucklings thou hast perfected praise?’ (Matt. 
xxi. 16.) At the close of this sermon the 
pastor made an affecting prayer, in which he 
commended to the church’s remembrance 
children and youth. This service made upon 
me so strong an impression, that I am sure it 
will last throughout eternity. {was bathed 
in tears. I felt something which I had never 
experienced in my life before. The question 
which the persecutor Saul addressed to Jesus 
on the way to Damascus: ‘ Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do?’ this question arose in 
my troubled soul. I continued to weep bit- 
terly till a sweet peace had penetrated my 
heart. I felt then a tranquillity which words 
cannot express. I was convinced, to my great 
astonishment, that the name of Jesus—that 
name which I could not hear formerly with- 
out contempt—was become to me infinitely 
dear and precious, and that I had obtained 
mercy.” 

The noble Count of Silesia marches now 
faithfully under the holy banner of Jesus 
Christ, admiring and blessing the ways of 
Providence. Probably the most learned the- 
ological arguments would have been power- 
less against his arrogant skepticism; but what 
learning was incapable of doing, the Lord did 
by means of a child. 


MepirTarion.—It is not, says Robertson, the 
number of books you read, not the variety of 
sermons that you hear, nor the amount of re- 
ligious conversation in which you mix; but 
it is the frequency and the earnestness with 
which you meditate on these things, till the 
truth which may be in them becomes your 
own, and part of your being, that ensures your 
spiritual growth. 





Hx that winneth souls is wise. 
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RULES FOR QUESTIONING. 
N.a.paper by the Rev. W. Rose, on “ The 
Catechetical Method ; or, the Art of Ques- 
tioning,” we find the following rules: 

1. The question ought not to be above the 
pupils’ comprehension in language. 

2. It ought not to be above it in sense, 

3. It ought not to be too complex; that 
is, inclade in it 80 many particulars as to be- 
wilder. The obvious remedy for this is, to 
break up the question into a number of smaller 
ones. 

4. The question ought not to require @ 
longer answer than the pupils can properly 
express in language. 

5. On the other hand, it ought not to be 
frequently so framed as to admit of the mono- 
syllabic answer, yes or no. 

6. The question ought not to be put too 
frequently, in the same form of words. 

7. The question ought to be pointed and 
definite ; not vague, ambiguous, or obscure. 

8. It ought in general to admit but of one 
correct answer. 

9. The question ought to depend as to its 
kind upon the character of the preceding an- 
swer. 

10. The questions in general ought to bear 
the same relation to the preceding and sub- 
sequent questions, that one link of « chain bears 
to the links adjacent to it. 

11. The question ought in general to be 
short. 

12. The question ought to contain no su- 
perfluous words, 

13. The question ought not to end fre- 
quently in the word which. 

14, Need we say that it ought to be gram- 
matically correct ? 


For the Sunday-School Times 


QUESTIONS FOR A BIBLE CLASS. 
BY A PASTOR. 
33.—The Bible. 


S the study of the Bible a duty? John 5: 39. 
What scenes are depicted severally in Gen. 
3: 24, and Rev. 21. 

Is not the truth intervening between these, a 
path by which our race may pass from one to 
the other ? 

What is the full significancy of the words—rTHe 
Brater? 

What is the meaning of the term by which 
this book is designated in John 10: 35, and Luke 
24: 27? 

How is it named in Luke 11: 28? 

What is the meaning of the terms employed 
in Acts 7:3; Rom. 3: 21? 

How does Matthew designate it in Matt. 11: 
13, and 22: 4? 

What does Peter call it in 2 Pet. 1. 19? 

Why is it a Testament? 

Can you tell the number and the names of 
the books composing the old Testament ? 

Can you do the same of the new Testament? 

How many authors were employed in writing 
the Bible? 

How many of these were kings? 

What had Amos been? Amos 1: 1. 

Which was a tentmaker? Acts 18: 3. 

Which was a physician? Col. 4: 14, 

Which was a tax-gatherer? Matt. 10: 5. 
Were any of them fishermen? Matt. 4: 18; 
John 21: 7. 

Can you tell anything further respecting 
the social rank or occupation of the Bible au- 
thors ? 

How long a time elapsed between the writing 
of the first and last chapters of the Bible? Ane. 
About 1600 years. 

Are not, however, the thoughts which are re- 
corded in the Bible for our instruction, all from 
one mind? 2 Pet. 1: 21. 

Were not the saered writers infallibly guided 
in every record they made? 

Can you respond in your heart to the words 
expressed’in Jer. 15: 16? 


YOUTHS DEPARTMENT. 


For the Sunday-School Times. 

The Great Harvest Field. 
NUMBER of children once came into a hay 
field, jumping, laughing, frolicking, running 
and crying out to the reapers and rakers, “We 
want to work. What can we do?” The warm 
heart of the owner of the field beat quicker when 
he saw this crowd of little ones bounding over the 
meadow, for three of his own household pets were 
among them. As he walked up to them, he said 
with a kind smile, 
“Every one of you that really wants to work, 
hold up your right hand.” 
All the little hands went up, though some held 
the left instead of the right hand. No matter, 
the meaning was the same; and soon the old man 
found something for each one to do. One raked; 
another carried water to the mowers; a third 
threw the hay over to let the sunshine into it; 
the smallest ones held the extra clething of the 
workers, and so each one was made happy by 
having something to do. 
I stand to-day in another field—the great har- 
vest field of God. A host of workers are pulling 
up the weeds, taking out the stones, and removing 
the thorns; but the more they strive the mere 
does the enemy of the Lord try to make their 
labor in vain. He plants tares in the night; he 
brings back the thorns, and he tramples the wheat 
under his feet. The owner of the field wants all 
who love him to come into itand work. Th d 




















I’m very much afraid Tom is not the only one 
who wants to make a noise when he’s going to 
give something. There have been numbers of 
such people éver since the old Pharisees used to 
go out into the street and blow a trumpet when 
they were about to give anything away. Tom 
wanted the class in front of us to know that he 
was giving sixpence; he wanted the girls, who 
were sitting near, to hear the chink of the money, 
and to turn their heads to look at him, while they 
thought how liberal he was. But all this was 
wrong; it made his sixpence a noisy heathen six- 
pence, whereas if he had put in a small silver 
coin quietly, and instead of thinking of himself, 
had prayed to Jesus to bless it, then it would have 
been a blessed Christian sixpence. 

Yes, always put something in the box, but be 
careful how you put it in. Don’t do it to make a 
noise. Don’t do it to please your teacher. Don’t 
do it because others do. But put it in to please 
your Saviour. 

But I fancy some little boy or girl says: “ But 
I’m so poor, and father and mother are so poor, 
they cannot give me anything. I wonder if I’m 
wicked because I can’t put a cent in the mission- 
ary box?” Bless you, my dear little child, no: 
but you are not so poor as you think you are; you 
haven’t any copper or silver money to put in the 
box, but such as you have, give that unto the 
Lord. Do you ask what you have? Why little 
golden prayers. Slip them in; they won’t make 
any noise; your teacher and the people won’t 
know that you have given anything; no one will 
hear them drop in but God, and when he hears 
them perhaps he will say, “ That little child has 
given more than they all.” 

There was once a poor old colored woman who 
lived in half a railroad car. The wind blew in, 
and the rain came through the roof of her poor 
home so much, that a respectable dog would 
scarcely have liked to live in it. She was too old 
to work. All she could do was to gather sticks in 
the wood with which to build her fire, and kind 
people supplied her with the necessaries of life, 
so that she did not starve. In this old car she 
would sit and sing, and pray, and meditate, till 
she thought it seemed almost like heaven. One 
day a rich mar passing by heard her singing, 


“When I can read my title clear,” &c. 


He went in and thus addressed her: 

“Aunt Betty,”—for that was her name—“I 
wonder what the Lord keeps you here for. You 
are too old to work, and there does not seem to 
be anything that you can do in this world. I 
wonder why he keeps you here instead of taking 
you to that ‘mansion in the skies’ you were sing- 
ing about.” 

“Well, massa,” she replied, “I reckon you 
knows what de Lor’ keep you here for?” 

“Oh, yes,” said he, “I’m not a Christian; but 
then I give to the church, to the missionaries, to 
the poor, to the Bible and tract societies, and to 
all the religious societies. He keeps me here for 
that.” 

“ Massa has left out one oder ting.” 

“What's that?” 

“Why he’s kept you here all dese years to re- 
pent, and begin to lub him. Massa, ain’t you 
gwine to begin?” 

“Never mind about that, aunty, but tell me 
what he keeps you here for?” 

“Why, massa, he keeps you here to gid to de 
church, and he keeps Aunt Betty here to pray for 
it. All you give do no good widout Aunt Betty’s 
prayers. I watches when you puts money in de 
plate, and den I prays God to bress it.” 

Now, my dear children, you can all be Aunt 
Betty’s. You can all pray for God’s blessing on 
what is put in the box, no matter who puts it in; 
and if there is nothing more that you can do, 
your father in heaven will be as much pleased as 
though you had filled up the box with gold. 

FALKNER. 
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of strong men and women are busy there, but 
there is not nearly enough to do all the work. He 
has all kinds of laber to be done there. Some is 
just fit for old people, that have almost come to 
the end of life. Then there is work for the strong 
and middle aged; and there is any amount of 
labor for little children. As I stand in the field, 
for I am trying to work there, I often see little 
folks enter, and many a one comes running up to 
me asking, “What can I de?” 

Now let the figure go. What we have said 
amounts to this: The Lord of heaven wants all 
his friends to labor for the salvation of others, 
and many little folks are asking what they can do. 
A thousand answers may be given to the question. 
Let me now give ene. You can help the mis- 
sionary. 

You bave a missionary box in your school, no 
doubt (if you have not, ask the superintendent to 
get one), Well, never let a week pass without 
putting something in it. But do you know how 
to put it in? Perhaps you answer, “Ob, yes, 
there is a hole in the box and we just put it down 
the hole.” My dear child that is not enough; 
you ought to put a prayer in with it. All money 
that goes to such places ought first to be accompa- 
nied with prayer. Itis a sad thing that so few 
know how to put their gifts into the missionary 
box. May you never forget, that when you put 
in a cent unprayed for it is a heathen cent; when 
you implore God’s blessing upon it then it is a 
Christian cent. And it is the latter kind that we 
want to send to those who have never heard of 
Christ. Christian money, not heathen money, is 
wanted to do the work of the Lord. 

Let me tell you of some heathen money that I 
once saw cast into the treasury. In my Sabbath- 
school class there is a boy named Tom. Now 
Tom never fails to bring something for the mis- 
sionary box. One morning I passed it around 
the class, and Tom dashed in six eopper pennies— 
old big copper pennies, not the new ones. 

“Tom,” said I, “why didn’t you put in a silver 
sixpence?” 

“Oh, teacher,” he replied, “that wouldn’t make 
any noise.” 
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Same on red pasteboard . . . . . by 1000 50 cents. 
Small Reward Tickets on various fancy- 
r, in large ty . by 1080 65 cents 
Picture Reward Tickets with a Hymn by 100 25 cents 
The Illustrated Scripture Cards, for Schools 
and Families, with an engraving, text and 
verse on one side, and questions on the 
back ofeach. 26cardsinapack . 15 cents 
Monthly Scripture Proofs, in a neat case 12 cents. 


EMBOSSED PICTURE CARDS. 


Beautifully printed in oil-colors, and suited for Rewards 
in Families and Schools. A Packet, containing Sixteen 
Sorts, in ornamental wrapper, 25 cents. 

Also, THz CarLy’s Packet, containing Sixteen Sorts, 
beautifully printed in eil-colors, and suited for re 
wards in Families and Schools. In ornamental wrap- 

mie beg i 2 
C) nning end End of Intemp H taini 
cards, printed in colors, and beautifully embossed, 25 


cents. 
Also, a new and beautiful series, ill g the 


PILGRIM’S PROGRESS. 


Containing 12 cards printed in eolors, and enclosed in 
a highly ornamental cover. Price 25 cents. 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 


NO. 1122 CHESTNUT STREET, 
A YOUNG LADY, educated in New 


England, desires to make an engagement a4 
TEACHER IN A SEMINARY OR PRIVATE FAMILY, 
in or near the city of Philadelphia, about September L 
She professes to be a thorough teacher of the elementary 
and higher English branches. She has taught Freneb, 
and Instrumental Music to beginners, and is prepared to 
give instruction in various ornamental branches. e 
best of reference given and required. Expectations in 
regera 4 to salary notlarge. Address Box 350 Philadelphia 
Post Office. 











The Youth’s Sunday-School Gazette, 
A Monthly Paper, 


Printed on extra paper, and illustrated with numerou4 
elegant Wood Engravings from original designs. 


Prices at the Depositories. 


10 Copies, per year, to one address, - $1.00 
50 Copies, per year, to one address, - 4 


100 Copies, per year, to one address, - 


cw 


Prices when sent by mail with the postage pre-pa 


15 Copies, per year, to one address, - 

50 Copies, per year, to one address, - ° 

100 Copies, per year, to one address, - - - 

Published by the Am. 8. 8. Union, 1122 Chestnut st 
Payment invariably in advance. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER, 


A Weekly Paper for Children, 
Filled with the choicest matter, and illustrated with 
numerous elegant wood engravings. 
The Banner may be had also MonTHLY, Semi-MonrTHLr, 
or THREE TIMzS A Monta, at the option of the subseril 


Prices at the Depositories, 


a4 





Three 
Semi- times a 
Monthly. Monthly. month. we 
10 Copies, per year, 65 $1.30 1.95 $11.00 
50 Copies, per year, $2.75 $5.50 $8.25 $20: ped 
100 Copies, per year, $5.00 $10.00 $15.00 


Prices when sent by mail with the postage pr epaid 
Three 


Semi- times @ 


Monthly. Monthly. month. Weekly 

15 Copies, per year, $1.50 $3. $4.50 git.00 

60 Copies, per year, $4.25 $8.50 $12.75 $32.00 
100 Copies, per year, $8.00 $16.00 $24.00 


Published by the Am. 8. 8. Union, 1122 Chestout St 
Payment invariably in advance. 





each 3 cents. 
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